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Eleanor’s Story  
By Trish Marki

Early in March we received a 
call from a rehabber in Colum-
bia County asking if we could 

respond to a call for a Bald Eagle 
that was down.  I called the finder 
who reported that the Eagle was 
standing on the ground in front of 
their business.  In the interest of time 
I made arrangements to have one of 
our transporters pick the eagle up 
and meet me. When the eagle was 
transferred, it vomited some brown 
liquid. When I received it, I immedi-
ately took it immediately to Upstate 
Animal Medical Center in Saratoga 
where Dr. Joy Lucas was waiting for 
it to arrive.  The eagle regurgitat-
ed more brown liquid while being 
moved around for xray and exam-
ination and we determined that it 
had likely been poisoned; we just 
were not sure how.  Dr. Lucas and 
her Staff dubbed the Eagle “Eleanor 
Roosevelt”.  Eleanor did not have any 
obvious breaks or wounds but was 
declining quickly. She had expended 
so much energy while being exam-
ined, she could no longer hold her 
head up.  She was given fluids and 
other emergency medications and 
made comfortable in a crate. 

I called the finder to see if they 
were using any type of poison on 
the property and she reported 
that they had bait traps for rats but 
nothing else that they were aware 
of, however she said the eagle 
had vomited while waiting to be 
picked up and the vomit was still 

there.  I was able to get someone 
to bring the vomit to the NYS DEC 
Wildlife Pathology Lab for identi-
fication in hopes we would know 
what she had ingested and while 
they could not positively identify 
what she had been eating by sifting 
through the vomit, their best guess 
was it was a sheep.  We went back 
to the finder and asked if that was 
possible. They said there had been 
some sheep that were put down on 
the property (not theirs) and that at 
least one had been euthanized with 
pentobarbital, a euthanasia drug 
and then were all disposed of in the 
compost pile.  I asked the finder to 
check the compost pile to see if it 
had been disturbed and a while later 

she reported that it had been and 
there was a sheep skull on top of 
the pile.  The skull was also sent to 
the pathology lab where it and the 
vomit were sent for immediate test-
ing, In the meantime, Eleanor had a 
blood sample that was sent out for 
testing and within 24 hours it was 
confirmed, she had pentobarbital 
poisoning.  

During this time, one of our rehabili-
tators called from Florida and asked 
how the eagle was doing. I filled her 
in on the details and she shared a 
story with me about another rehabil-
itator in Florida named Michelle who 
had successfully treated several 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
(except July, August, and December) at 7 pm at the Landmark 
Motor Inn, 1418 State Rt. 9 (Saratoga Road), South Glens Falls.  
Meetings are open to the public.   
Landmark Motor Inn Directions: 
At exit 17N of the Adirondack Northway, take Route 9N for 
½ mile to the traffic light, continue through the light, and the 
Landmark Motor Inn is on the right.  Meetings are held in the 
Conference Room. Further information and directions can be 
found at:  www.northcountrywildcare.org
WINTER TRAINING
Training workshops are held each winter in the Saratoga 
Springs Public Library Susman Room from 1-4 pm.  This year’s 
classes are:
April 19th:   Introduction to Wildlife Rehab-Is it for you?
May 17th:   Capture and Transport of Wildlife
May 31st:   Caring for Orphaned Mammals
June 14th:   Caring for Orphaned Birds
Please contact Cara at 518-583-1089 if you would like to 
attend.

UPDATES
Visit us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/ 
NorthCountryWildCare) or at www.northcountrywildcare.org 
up-to-date information on events, wildlife patients and more!
HELP US GO GREEN
North Country Wild Care is developing a list of email addresses  
to match our current postal mailing list; please help us in this 
effort to “go green” by sending an email to ncwcmailinglist@
yahoo.com.  Be sure to include your full name and postal  
address so that we can match your email to our existing  
mailing list.
MAILING LIST
North Country Wild Care continues to maintain a postal 
 mailing list for Event Postcards and the Annual Newsletter.   
To be included, please email ncwcmailinglist@yahoo.com and 
include your full name and postal address; include an email 
address if you would like to help us “go green” (see above).
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President’s Letter
Belinda Howe
This year will be North Country Wild Care’s 14 year 
assisting wildlife rehabilitators and public education.  
We are especially grateful to all of the people who stop 
and pick up that baby squirrel that fell from the tree, 
scoop up that hawk that was hit by a car, and everything 
in between.  It is a heartwarming feeling to know that so 
many care about our wildlife and their habitat.  Last year, 
our hotline calls increased again and we appreciated 
so many of you who were able to get the animal to a 
wildlife rehabilitator.   Often rehabbers are in the middle 
of feedings or providing care to a sick or injured animal 
and cannot leave to pick up an animal.  We are in need 
of transporters to bring animals to a rehabber and will 
provide training on the capture and transport as well as 
necessary caging.  If you can give a couple of hours a 
week, or a Saturday/Sunday, please give our hotline a 
call and we will get you signed up.      
This year is already shaping up to be a busy season, we 
already have baby squirrels in the beginning of March!  
If you have a general question about wildlife activity, 
or need help, please give our hotline a call at 518-964-
6740.  
Our annual gala will be held at Longfellow’s in Sarato-
ga again this year.  As in years past, we will be having 
a silent auction of over 100 items, awesome music by 
Mike LaPoint (yes, he takes requests), and wonderful 
food.  This year at the gala, we plan on releasing a 
red tail hawk that was brought to us (come to the gala 
for the story!).  Detail of dinner pricing and times are 
provided on the flyer included in this newsletter.  We 
are continually grateful for all who donate to NCWC.  
The money raised by our gala, donation cans, and 
donations received when animals are brought to us all 
go to animal care and education.  All wildlife rehabilita-
tors are volunteers and are not funded by any state or 
federal entities, for some of us, it’s our second full time 
job!  Your donations pay for medications, specific baby 
formula that varies by species, proper and ample caging 
space and materials to provide the most natural environ-
ment possible prior to release back to the wild.  
As always, a thanks to our tireless rehabilitators for all 
they do for our wildlife and the time and effort they give!  
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Letter from the President 
Belinda Howe

A huge thank you to our supporters who, through 
generous donations made it possible for North 
Country Wild Care rehabilitators to provide formula, 
medication, and much needed supplies to our wild-
life patients.  This year, through very special memori-
al donations, we provided much needed new and 
updated caging.   Each year, through our public ed-
ucation and programs, our hotline calls have in-
creased dramatically.  Thanks to the education pro-
vided to our hotline staff, we are continually educat-
ing callers.  Try to be patient with your wildlife neigh-
bors, often they are providing a valuable service to 
you that you might not even be aware of.  For in-
stance, that woodchuck under your shed is taking up 
residence in the den that the neighborhood skunk 
was hoping to occupy.  The coyotes and foxes are 
near your house due to the abundant supply of small 
rodents like mice that might otherwise occupy your 
house.   
It is hard to believe that  we have been going strong 
for 12 years and how far we have come in the 6 
years that I have been President!  I work with an 
amazing group of people.  We continue to grow and 
adapt to the needs presented by our local wildlife.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank our tire-
less  (and often overtired, overworked and under-
paid) rehabilitators for all that they do for wildlife and 
all the sacrifices they make in their personal lives to 
care for the critters.  I would be remiss if I did not 
thank our transporters and the folks that call us 
about the wildlife they find in their yards or along the 
roadside, without you we would be lost,   Please 
don’t ever think you are not appreciated, without 
you  we could not do what we do.  THANK YOU! 

Memorial Donations
North Country Wild Care would like to thank families and friends for 
the many generous donations received in memory of their loved 
ones.  We are pleased to announce that memorial donations in 
honor of those listed below recently allowed us to fund Member 
Caging Grants.  These special funds were used to either build new 
cages or repair existing caging to enhance our members wildlife 
rehabilitation efforts. Clarence Baker 

Robert “Bing” Bingham
Louis Caruso 

Allan Clugston 
Donald Coon Jr. 
Harry Goldman 

Delores Pioli 

Wish List
• Chain link fencing

• Digital scales (postage, vegetable, laboratory)

• Lumber, plywood, framing, furring strops,  
window screen (for caging)

• Hardware cloth or tight mesh fencing (range  
of sizes)

• Gloves (leather, police, talon, surgical)

• Heating pads (without auto shut off)

• Small incubator

• Incubator with oxygen hookup

• Cages, carriers and other pet supplies

• Laptop computer & digital projector

• IV Pump

• Surveillance cameras

• Toys (hard plastic, outdoor toys)

• Steam cleaner

• Pressure washer

• Baby food (jars of meats, fruits or vegetables)

• Canned pumpkin (not pie filling)

• Canned yams (no syrup)

• Applesauce (unsweetened)

• Other canned or mashed, soft fruits and 
 vegetables

• Gift cards to Walmart, Target, PetSmart,  
Hannaford or Price Chopper

SPECIAL THANKS TO OR COLLECTION CAN HOSTS

88 ACRES NURSERY

ADIRONDACK RUSTIC INTERIORS

GLENS FALLS ANIMAL HOSPITAL

LYRICAL BALLAD BOOKSTORE

NEMEC’S

SCHROON RIVER ANIMAL HOSPITAL

SUTHERLAND FARMS

TREES

BOB’S BAIT SHOP

CLAY CONCEPTS STUDIO

JACK’S LIQUORS

POOPIE’S RESTAURANT

BENSON’S PET CETNER

ARTIQUE CO-OP
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eagles that also had pentobarbital 
poisoning, a result of scavenging at 
a local landfill where a nearby animal 
shelter had been disposing of eu-
thanized animals and the eagles 
(and other animals) had been eating 
them.  I immediately googled her 
and found a number for her as time 
was running out for Eleanor.  Mi-
chelle called me back immediately 
and was happy to share her treat-
ment protocol. I drove over to talk 
with Dr. Lucas and shared the infor-
mation I had received, then gave her 
Michelle’s number in Florida. After 
speaking with Michelle in Florida, 
Dr. Lucas was hesitant to proceed 
because of Eleanor’s condition and 
the fact that she was not able to 
keep anything down.  The treatment 
required was activated charcoal 
and the concern was that she would 
aspirate it and charcoal in the lungs 
is not a good thing. The Eagle was 
failing and so Dr. Lucas  went against 
her better judgment and wrapped 
Eleanor up, had one of her staff hold 
her upright while she administered 
the treatment.  It was a last ditch 
effort as Dr. Lucas was considering 
euthanizing Eleanor because she 
was just getting worse. The treat-
ment was administered and she then 

waited about 45 minutes afterwards 
to allow it to work.  Once they put 
her back in the crate, she began as-
pirating which in turn required more 
treatment; suctioning as much as 
she could to keep it from getting 
in her lungs.  Finally, when she was 
all cleaned up, she was returned 
to the crate, barely responsive, her 
condition appeared grave.  Dr. Lucas 
checked on her through the night 
and texted me updates, we were 
both concerned she would not sur-
vive the night and it was a long one.       

Very early the next morning I re-
ceived a text from Dr. Lucas...Eleanor 
was standing!!!!  Neither of us could 
believe it but there she was in all 
her glory!  Eleanor received several 
more activated charcoal treatments 
over the next few days and more of 
her blood work results came in. We 
learned she also had lead poisoning 
so we began chelation therapy to 
counteract the lead and once she 
was stable Dr. Lucas released her to 
my care.  Eleanor still requires daily 
treatment and fluids and we were 
force-feeding her as she was not eat-
ing on her own.  Eventually towards 
the end of the second week, Eleanor 
began eating on her own (yay!).  We 

are now in the process of retesting 
her blood to check the lead levels to 
see if we have to continue the chela-
tion therapy.  

Eleanor is one very lucky bird. There 
were a number of details that all 
came together to help us know what 
was wrong and how to treat her.  She 
is not yet out of the woods but every 
day she gets a little stronger and we 
are optimistic that soon she will be 
soaring high. 

If you are a hunter, we have a re-
quest...... Please spent the extra 
money to purchase lead free ammo 
so our wildlife does not ingest the 
lead left behind and If you fish.... 
Please use lead free sinkers! Equal-
ly important, please dispose of all 
waste properly! 

UPDATE!  Breaking News! We just 
got Eleanor’s lead level results….
normal!  Now she will be put in a 
flight cage for further evaluation and 
pending release! ¢       

Eleanor’s Story Continued from page 1

Eleanor exhausted after  
initial exam. 

Eleanor after charcoal  
tx with Gail. 

Eleanor feeling a little better. 

"Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it's the 
only thing that ever does." 

Margaret Mead
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Basic Facts 
About Bald Eagles  
The bald eagle is the only eagle unique to North Amer-
ica. Its distinctive brown body and white head and tail 
make it easy to identify even from a distance. When 
flying, the bald eagle very rarely flaps its wings but soars 
instead, holding its wings almost completely flat. Its 
hooked bill, legs and feet are yellow.
Diet
Eagles primarily eat fish, carrion, smaller birds and ro-
dents. Eagles are also known to prey on large birds and 
large fish.
Population
Bald eagle numbers in the U.S. were estimated to be 
between 300,000-500,000 in the 1700s. Numbers were 
once as low as 500 nesting pairs in the lower 48 states. 
Bald eagle numbers have rebounded since and now the 
lower 48 states boast over 5,000 nesting pairs. There 
are a total of about 70,000 bald eagles in the whole of 
North America (Including Alaska and Canada).
Range
Bald eagles live near bodies of water in Canada and 
Alaska, and in scattered locations all throughout the 
lower 48 states and Mexico.
Behavior
Did You Know?
Immature bald eagles don’t develop their distinctive 
white head and tail until they are between 4 and 5 years 
old.
The bald eagle is not picky about how it gets its food. 
It will eat carrion, steal fish from other birds or hunt for 
its own. Their most important non-carrion food is fish, 
which they catch by swooping down and grabbing fish 
that are near the surface of the lake or stream.

Bald eagles make a high-pitched squeaking sound. 
Other interesting behaviors include “talon clasping” or 
“cartwheel display”, where two eagles clasp each other’s 
talons in mid air and spin down, letting go only when 
they’ve almost reached the ground. This is may be a 
courtship ritual as well as a territorial battle.
Did You Know?
During breeding season, the male and female work 
together to build a nest of sticks, usually located at the 
top of a tree.
During breeding season, the male and female work to-
gether to build a nest of sticks, usually located at the top 
of a tree. The nests can weigh up to a ton and measure 
up to 8 feet across. Once paired, bald eagles remain 
with each other until one mate dies, then the surviving 
bird will find another mate.
Reproduction
Mating season: Anywhere from late September to early 
April, depending on the region. 
Gestation: The female lays her first egg 5-10 days after 
mating. The eggs are incubated for about 35 days. 
Clutch size: 1-3 eggs.
Defenders of Wildlife
www.defenders.org

Public Programs

NCWC Members are available to present educational programs to schools, civic groups and community 
orgainizations in slide format. This presentation includes a description of our organization, steps involved in 
becoming a wildlife rehabilitator and photos and stories of creatures that NCWC volunteers have rehabilitated. 
NCWC does not charge a fee for these programs but requests a donation.

To schedule programs, please contact our hotline at (518) 964-6740 or email ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org.

Bunny Rules 
By Denise Fuoco 
 

Bunnies…. Oh boy! They’re everywhere! From the first 
sign of spring right on into the fall…more and more baby 
bunnies! Don’t get me wrong… I love bunnies but, wow, 
are they tough to rehab. They are one of the most fre-
quent calls received by rehabilitators. It seems they are 
never ending. Whether they are injured by family pets, 
dropped from the sky from raptors or thought to be or-
phaned by well meaning homeowners; there are a lot of 
them. The Eastern Cottontail Rabbit (fondly known 
among wildlife rehabilitators as ―Bunnies‖) are also one of 
the most kidnapped species in the northeast. 
 

Did I mention they are very difficult to rehabilitate? Many 
articles have been written on the subject of the rehabilita-
tion of bunnies. I believe I have read them all. I am like 
that. My conclusion: there is no perfect recipe that works, 
although I would really like one. You see, I like rules. Giv-
en my pursuit of this ―recipe‖ this past season, I think I 
found ―It‖. Well, at least for one group of bunnies. 
 

The season started off quite difficult, it seemed that all 
the babies I received were quite compromised, sick, in-
jured or dehydrated. Not good odds, and I lost a few. 
Then, ―IT‖ happened… my dream litter of bunnies! I re-
ceived a litter of 6 that were about a week old, 2 of them 
injured by a dog, the other 4 rescued unharmed by the 
dog owner. The people who found them put them in a 
box and took them to a local vet who provided some ini-
tial care and told them to call NCWC. I picked them up 
within a few hours. The finders had done a wonderful job 
following NCWC’s Hotline instructions by keeping the 
babies warm, and not feeding or handling them. One of 
them had a significant wound and I was not all that hope-
ful for its survival. The next day, I received 2 more babies 
from another finder. Again I received them right away and 
they had been kept warm and not fed.  Since they were 
close to the same age, I added them to the other 6. They 
did not initially feed well but I kept trying, and cared for 

(Continued on page 8) 
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and was instructed to feed the fawn in the crate. This 
would make transporting the fawn less stressful for him.  
I picked him up from the woman that raised him and 
brought him home. This little guy was put in the small 
enclosure with my injured fawn.  At first he was afraid, 
but they ended up becoming good friends. This was the 
best thing for both of them, given their situations. They 
were great company for each other. 
 

The plan will be to keep the raised fawn for another 
week, then he will move on to another rehabilitator who 
has non-releasable deer. In the spring, he will be evalu-
ated as to his wild behaviors to see if he is wild enough 
for release. As for my injured fawn, I plan to release 
him at that same time. I periodically see glimpses of my 
other fawns, so I know he will find his herd again. I will 
be sad to see them both go, but I know that I was able 
to give all of these fawns a second chance in life.  Next 
spring it will start all over again. There will be more or-
phaned and injured fawns in need of our help. 
 

It is so important for people to realize that, although 
these fawns are cute, they should only be raised by 
experienced rehabilitators, and should never be raised 
by themselves. We must look beyond their beauty, and 
respect what nature has intended for them, which is to 
be wild. While fawns are in my care I do not socialize 
them with any people or other animals. I want nature to 
take over once they are released, so that they fear all 
people and animals. That is what their mothers would 
have taught them. A cute, little male buck will grow into 
a mature buck, with antlers. If this buck is imprinted, 
once it becomes an adult, it could potentially kill a per-
son with its antlers or hooves. 
 

When I first joined North Country Wild Care a seasoned 
rehabilitator said to me, "It's not about you, it is about 
them‖. That is a quote I live by. I do this because of my 
love for animals, and my respect for nature.       

(Continued from page 6) 

Above: Baby Eastern Cottontail Rabbits, Photo: Denise Fuoco 

 

When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it  
attached to the rest of the world.   ~ John Muir 
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Special Thanks to our Participating Veterinarians 
and to all the Veterinarians that have donated their services!

70 School Road 
Voorheesville, NY 
(518) 765-0111 

North Country Wild Care members would like to thank 
Dr. Mike McCarthy and staff for donating their services 

to assist wildlife in need. 

“I hope to make people realize how totally helpless animals 
are, how dependent on us, trusting as a child must that we will 
be kind and take care of their needs... [They] are an obligation 
put on us, a responsibility we have no right to neglect, nor to 
violate by cruelty.” ~James Herriot, Scottish Veterinarian and 
Writer 1916-1995 
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CALENDAR  
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at the 
Landmark Motor Inn, 1418 State Rt 9 
(Saratoga Road), South Glens Falls. 
Meetings are open to the public. 
 
Landmark Motor Inn Directions:   
At Exit 17N of the Adirondack Northway 
take Rt 9N for  1/2 mile to the traffic light, 
continue through light, the Landmark Motor 
Inn is on the right. Meetings are held in the 
Conference Room. Further information and 
directions can be found at: 
www.northcountrywildcare.org.  
 
 
WINTER TRAINING 
 
Training workshops are held from October 
to May each year.   Other training may be 
scheduled throughout the year. Training 
courses are free of charge and open to the 
public.  * SEE SCHEDULE ON PAGE 29. 
 
REMINDERS/UPDATES 
 
Send us your e-mail address if you want to 
be sent reminders about our meetings and 
trainings. Check our website 
(www.northcountrywildcare.org) for the most 
up-to-date information.  If weather is ―iffy‖ 
please call ahead. 
 
 
NCWC CONTACTS 
 

PRESS:              Belinda Howe 424-1193 
MEMBERSHIP and TRAINING:  
                          Lisa Carpenter     681-9989 
DONATIONS:    Dave Larrow         792-3018 
HOTLINE:          Becky Sutton        893-2408 
                          Trish Marki           644-2146 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
                          Laura Von Rosk   532-7207 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
  Crystal Collier 623-3884 
  Bernie Rouse 761-3114 

 
A copy of our latest annual report may be 
obtained upon request to us or to: 
Attorney General,  Charities Bureau, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 

Public Programs 
NCWC Members are available to present educational programs to schools, 
civic groups and community organizations in slide format.  This presentation 
includes a description of our organization, steps involved in becoming a 
wildlife rehabilitator and photos and stories of creatures that NCWC 
volunteers have rehabilitated.  NCWC does not charge a fee for these 
programs but requests a donation. 
 

To schedule programs, please contact our hotline at (518) 964-6740, 
or email ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. 

The Ballston Spa  
Veterinary Clinic  

 

365 Saratoga Avenue, 
Ballston Spa, NY 

(518) 885-5650 

Above: NCWC member Dave Larrow releases Turkey Vulture. 

Page 2 Call of the Wild—Vol. 13 Annual 2011 

 

CALENDAR  
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at the 
Landmark Motor Inn, 1418 State Rt 9 
(Saratoga Road), South Glens Falls. 
Meetings are open to the public. 
 
Landmark Motor Inn Directions:   
At Exit 17N of the Adirondack Northway 
take Rt 9N for  1/2 mile to the traffic light, 
continue through light, the Landmark Motor 
Inn is on the right. Meetings are held in the 
Conference Room. Further information and 
directions can be found at: 
www.northcountrywildcare.org.  
 
 
WINTER TRAINING 
 
Training workshops are held from October 
to May each year.   Other training may be 
scheduled throughout the year. Training 
courses are free of charge and open to the 
public.  * SEE SCHEDULE ON PAGE 29. 
 
REMINDERS/UPDATES 
 
Send us your e-mail address if you want to 
be sent reminders about our meetings and 
trainings. Check our website 
(www.northcountrywildcare.org) for the most 
up-to-date information.  If weather is ―iffy‖ 
please call ahead. 
 
 
NCWC CONTACTS 
 

PRESS:              Belinda Howe 424-1193 
MEMBERSHIP and TRAINING:  
                          Lisa Carpenter     681-9989 
DONATIONS:    Dave Larrow         792-3018 
HOTLINE:          Becky Sutton        893-2408 
                          Trish Marki           644-2146 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
                          Laura Von Rosk   532-7207 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
  Crystal Collier 623-3884 
  Bernie Rouse 761-3114 

 
A copy of our latest annual report may be 
obtained upon request to us or to: 
Attorney General,  Charities Bureau, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 

Public Programs 
NCWC Members are available to present educational programs to schools, 
civic groups and community organizations in slide format.  This presentation 
includes a description of our organization, steps involved in becoming a 
wildlife rehabilitator and photos and stories of creatures that NCWC 
volunteers have rehabilitated.  NCWC does not charge a fee for these 
programs but requests a donation. 
 

To schedule programs, please contact our hotline at (518) 964-6740, 
or email ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. 

The Ballston Spa  
Veterinary Clinic  

 

365 Saratoga Avenue, 
Ballston Spa, NY 

(518) 885-5650 

Above: NCWC member Dave Larrow releases Turkey Vulture. 

Left: Pet Stock 2015 - Dr. Anderson 
Ballston Spa Vet - siggy.
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An Opportunity  
of a Life Time
Randolph Duncan 

Over the summer for 3 months, I 
had the wonderful chance to learn 
wildlife rehabilitation from two 
inspiring wildlife rehabilitators Eric 
and Linda Brown. I wasn’t sure how 
to explain my time being an intern 
for Eric and Linda Brown, because 
I experienced so many joyful mo-
ments that I would be writing a 
novel sized story. So I guess I should 
start from the beginning on how I 
met them.

I am a college student majoring in 
biochemistry, and my goal since I 
was a child was to research and pro-
tect endangered species. Towards 
the end of my spring semester, I had 
the idea for an internship over the 
summer.  I wanted to get hands on 
experience working with wild/exotic 
animals. I had previous knowledge 
and hands on experience handling 
exotic animals.  I wanted to broaden 

my knowledge on larger variety of 
species and apply the knowledge 
I had, to help animals. My college 
wasn’t offering anything reason-
able for an internship so I looked 
for  the next best thing for intern-
ships….google. While searching the 
all-knowing google, I came across 
wildlife rehabilitation. The first web-
site I came across was North Coun-
try Wild Care, I gave them a call and 
got in contact with Linda Brown.  

Arrangements were made to meet 
Linda and Eric Brown, at their home, 
to get a tour of their rehabilitation 
facilities.  From there, every week-
end and occasional week days I 
was working with animals on their 
property. I got to see all sorts of 
animals from grey foxes to a pere-
grine falcon. It was great! Eric taught 
me how to reuse materials to create 
enclosures and toys for the animals. 
Also I learned from Eric and Linda 
how to understand mammal/bird 
behavior and the care needed to 
help these animals. They taught me 
about what each animal would need 

in care, food, housing, etc.

This was the best job I could ask 
for, even with all the gross smells 
and cuts I got, I enjoyed every 
moment of it. I saw animals most 
people don’t see on a daily basis 
or wouldn’t have a chance to see 
up close. This internship taught me 
that before I go helping animals 
abroad, I should understand and 
help the ones in my own backyard. 
Helping the native animals here in 
NY State was teaching me to learn 
how to handle other species in the 
future. Also, this internship gave 
me the chance to walk in the shoes 
of a wildlife rehabilitator. Being a 
wildlife rehabilitator to me is one of 
the most honorable, humble and 
time consuming jobs, any person 
working with animals can have. I 
give all my respect to Eric, Linda and 
all the rehabilitators who sacrifice 
their time helping these animals. I’m 
so thankful I had the opportunity to 
meet Linda and Eric and would love 
to be their intern again. ¢   

Thank You
A huge thank you to Colden S. had a birthday party  
and asked his friends to bring supplies and food for  
our patients!  Happy Birthday and thank you!
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By Gosh it’s a Goshawk
~By Nancy Kimball 

I  knew this young hawk wasn’t a Red-tail (wrong 
shaped wings and tail), nor a Cooper’s (too big) 
and definitely not a Sharp-shin but I was at a loss 
to identify the bird.  The hawk was injured when he 

crashed into the siding of a house in Olmstedville and 
landed on the front porch.  He was unable to move 
and was easily captured and transported to my local 
veterinary office in Warrensburg just before the clinic 
closed for the July 4th holiday.  It was several days be-
fore he was correctly identified as a Northern Gos-
hawk, an uncommon bird in this area. 

The vet who 
examined the 
hawk could 
not find any 
obvious inju-
ries, but the 
bird was defi-
nitely injured 
by his impact 
with the build-
ing since he 
was unable to 
stand.  Since I 
was the near-
est available 
wildlife raptor 
rehabilitator, I 
got the call 
about the bird 
and he came 
home with 
me.  I placed 
him in a hos-

pital cage and 
positioned him 

on a ring that I fashioned out of a towel and duct tape. 
Although the hawk was immobile, he was very alert, 
vocal and resistant to my handling.  Over the next sev-
eral days, I administered sub-cutaneous fluids and 
gave him pain medication several times a day.  He 
gradually regained his balance, was able to stand then, 
after several more days, to perch – always a good sign. 

Initially he refused to eat on his own and resisted my 
attempts to force feed him cut up mice.  I was getting 
tired of this routine and thought, “There has to be an-
other way. What if I pretend I’m one of his parents and 
see what he does?”  At the next feeding, I held him 
securely with my left arm, grabbed a bite-sized piece 
of mouse with the forceps in my right hand and waved 
it in front of his beak.  Amazingly it worked, he opened 
his beak and I popped in the mouse.  Then he 
screamed for more.  The surrogate parent approach 
worked!! 

The hawk progressed in his recovery, showing his true 
Goshawk personality whenever I took him out of the 
cage for a feeding by flapping his wings furiously, and 
screaming as though he were being tortured until I 
delivered the mouse.  I decided he was ready for a 
more spacious and interesting environment, so I 
moved him to an outdoor cage hoping that he would 
start eating on his own, but it took several weeks for 
him to catch on to that concept.  Goshawks prefer to 
eat other birds and perhaps he didn’t like the rodents 
on the menu.  I transferred him to another rehabilitator 
for a few days to see if she might have better luck in 
persuading him that he could feed himself.  Finally, the 
hawk started eating on his own and came back into my 
care for flight practice in my large aviary.  He quickly 
became proficient at flying the length of the cage, and 
adept at swooping just inches from my head when I 
brought in his dinner. 

The Goshawk was now a candidate for the final aspect 
of rehabilitation: the live mouse test. Since the food 
source during rehabilitation is an assortment of previ-
ously frozen rodents, it’s especially important for a ju-
venile raptor to recognize and hunt live prey before his 
release. This provides assurance that the hawk has the 
instincts needed to provide for himself in the wild. 
When put to the test, this hawk had no difficulty in rec-
ognizing and catching several live mice and I was con-
fident that he was ready to go out on his own. 

I am gratified to report that I was able to release him in 
the same location where he began his life - the perfect 
combination of open woods and meandering streams, 
supporting a variety of birds and other wildlife.  My 
only regret is that I could not give him a list of dangers 
to avoid, such as other hawks, moving vehicles and 
buildings. 

Above: Northern Goshawk 
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Artwork by Emily Thomson 

at dawn and dusk) schedules depending on human 
activity and food sources available at different times of 
the day. Another interesting but little known fact, and 
one that further distinguishes coyote from dogs, is that 
male and female breeding pairs remain together for 
life. Both parents are involved in raising young. The 
male brings the female food after she has given birth 
in the den. 

Ecologically, the coyote is an important predator in 
New York, playing a role in regulating the population 
of rabbits, squirrels, mice and other small mammals. In 
the absence of other food and carrion in winter, coy-
ote may take adult deer and in spring, will prey on 
fawn; however, their role in regulating deer popula-
tions is not established in the literature to date. 

It is important that we be conscious of their potential 
to inhabit areas close to human housing and equally 
important that we allow them to maintain their natural 
fear of humans by restraining from feeding known in-
habitants, even if unintentional. When coyotes have 
easy access to scraps or garbage food, they can be-
come accustomed to people and may come close to 
houses and housing developments.  

This article is meant to dispel the myth of the ‘coydog’ 
and provide factual information about the eastern coy-
ote. We hope that you have gained a greater appreci-
ation for, and not a fear of, the coyote. Remember, the 
truly wild coyote is more afraid of you than you of him. 
Enjoy the ‘songs’ of coyote howling, but enjoy them 
from a distance. We are still searching for an alarm 
clock that resembles their howls, as it is an amazing 
sound to awake to!  @ 

Sources/additional information: 
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/

coystatnny91.pdf 

 http://www.esf.edu/coyote/

 http://www.adirondackwildlife.org/Coywolf.html

 http://coyotecoexistence.com/

(Continued from page 32) 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Gray wolves are considered 
“extirpated” in New York State, mean-
ing the species is not considered ex-
tinct; however, a viable breeding pop-
ulation no longer occurs in the wild. 
According to NYSDEC, the criteria 
used to decide whether to restore an extirpated species 
(biological feasibility and social acceptance) are not cur-
rent met for the Gray wolf in New York State.  
[Source: http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/6973.html. Ac-
cessed 12/29/12.] 
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markings. 

Several times a day I gently opened her mouth and fed 
her live meal worms, canned crickets, Mazuri Song Bird 
Diet and Fluker’s  Reptile Diet, along with drops of dis-
tilled water. We came to an understanding, and she 
became more cooperative as the days passed.  I was 
very concerned because she was still unable to fly, and 
I wanted her to be able to migrate before it was too 
late in the season because I knew she would not suc-
cessfully winter over. Common Nighthawks, which have 
one of the longest migration routes of all North Ameri-
can birds, sometimes show up far out of range. They 
have been recorded in Iceland, Greenland, the Azores, 
the Faroe Islands, and multiple times on the British 
Isles. 

After several weeks I felt she was ready for a large 
flight cage and within a few days, she started to fly and 

each day she 
seemed stronger.  
Her first real flight 
around the enclo-
sure was exciting 
for me, because I 
finally had hope 
that she would be 
able to resume her 
journey.  

Finally the time 
came when I felt 
she was ready to 
start her journey, 
which might take 
her all the way to 
South America. 
Honestly, by this 

time, I just wanted to buy her a plane ticket. I spoke 
with my friend, Jenny Murtaugh, who works for the 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and 
she told me there had been recent Nighthawk sight-
ings at the Pine Bush Discovery Center in Guilderland. 
On a cool, clear evening in early October, Jenny and I 
met at the Discovery Center.  Jenny had an application 
on her phone that advised her of migration activity 
and according to the application, it was a very active 
migration night. 

What a feeling, when she took off from my hand and 
flew straight up into the starry night and disappeared 
into the trees.  It was so rewarding to see her flap 
those long pointed wings, flashing white patches out 
past the bend of each wing as she gracefully flew to 
freedom.  

(Continued from page 13) 
Thank you, Wild Birds Unlimited! 

The members of North Country Wild Care would like 
to give special thanks to the two generous women, 
Lois Geshiwlm and Nancy Castillo, who co-own Wild 
Birds Unlimited of 
Wilton, NY. Your 
generous dona-
tions of items for 
our Silent Auction 
at the Annual 
Spring Gala and 
other donations for 
events we have 
held over the past 
several years has 
been extremely 
helpful.  

Wild Birds Un-
l i tmited went 
above and beyond 
in support of North 
Country Wild Care 
during the 2012 
Holiday Season, 
matching dona-
tions made to 
North Country up 
to $500!!!  They 
proudly presented us with a check for over $1,000! 
Thank you for all that you do!  

If you are a backyard nature lover and have not been 
to Wild Birds Unlimited, located at The Shoppes 
at Wilton on Route 50, off Exit 15 of the Northway, you 
are missing out! @ 

North Country members would like to thank 
Quaker Animal Hospital, 324 Quaker Road,  
Queensbury, for going above and beyond  

to rescue a squirrel from a dumpster! 
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All My Ducks  
in a Row
Diane Hime

I had the greatest pleasure last baby 
season of rehabilitating baby ducks. 
It began with a friend of mine drop-
ping off a little duckling. The first 
thing I needed to do was identify 
this little thing. The black eye stripes 
were different then a Mallard Duck. 
A Mallard has an eye stripe that runs 
from the back of its head all the way 
to its bill. This little guy’s stripe only 
went from head to eye, making him 
a Wood Duck. 

Wood Ducks are very shy and in the 
wild, stay hidden among cover most 
of the day. When in a rehabilitating 
setting they become frantic. Never 
having the experience with rehab-
bing Ducks I now needed to take 
a crash course on this fragile little 
thing. I put him in a large Rubber-
maid tub with a soft lining and went 
to retrieve a heating pad. When 
I went back to the Duck, he had 
jumped out and was on the floor. I 
couldn’t believe it. These little guys 
live in wooded swamps, and when 
they leave the nest, the young have 
to leap to the ground from great 
heights. I had to secure screen-
ing around the tub so he couldn’t 
escape. I then did all the necessary 
set up and tube fed him some food. 
I had to make sure he was on a heat 
source at all times. When they are 
young they do not have the wa-
terproofing that they need to stay 
warm. I tried to have very little hu-
man interaction with him as possible. 

 In 2 weeks’ time he needed to start 
to swim. I decided to let him use my 
upstairs bathtub for a while until he 
could be put outside. From the time 
I received him I put word out to my 
fellow rehabbers that I needed a 
buddy for my little guy. I would take 
Mallards or Wood Ducks. 

I finally got my wish! Once word got 
out that I had a baby Wood Duck, 
they started coming in left and right. 
All the baby ducks now came to me. 
My little guy was in heaven! I once 
witnessed him/her showing the oth-
er ones how to peck for their food. 

I housed them in my song bird cage. 
I needed to keep them in, and pred-
ators out. I set up a little kiddy pool 
for them with a bridge so they could 
get in and out. They seemed to be 
very content with their new set up.

In the rehab world, the last and most 
rewarding thing we can do for our 
charges is to release them back to 
where they came, “the Wild”. I found 
a perfect secluded pond for them to 
go. When I opened the crate, they 
all instinctually walked to the water 
and swam away, all in a group. I wish 
them well.

The Wood Duck population fell 
sharply at the start of the 20th 
century, due to over hunting for its 
meat and feathers. At one point they 
were believed to be in danger of 
extinction. They have made a dra-
matic recovery as a result of various 
conservation measures due in large 
part from the Migratory Bird Act of 
1918. The greatest future threat to 
the Wood Ducks come from habitat 
loss, due to drainage of swamps and 
other human activities that alter and 
destroy forest wetlands. ¢
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At around five weeks of age, their eyes opened. For 
someone who has never witnessed this, it’s an amazing 
sight. Often times, one eye opens hours or even a day 
before the other, and they’re just so darned cute with 
one eye open and the other closed. As they grew, they 
became more active and needed to be moved to a 
larger box, and eventually to a climbing cage. They 
loved snuggling in their hammock, and it was interest-
ing to watch them gather leaves from the bottom of 

the cage and carry them up to their “nest.” Since they 
were getting too “squirrelly” to handle, I fed them their 
formula through the cage. Boy were they demanding! 
One of them liked to yell at me when I didn’t refill the 
syringe fast enough for him. Besides formula, they 
were also eating rodent block, apples, and sweet pota-
toes. As time went on, a variety of fruits and veggies 

(Continued from page 24) were added, until they were eventually able to break 
through nuts and seeds. Their tails became very bushy 
and, at around 10-12 weeks of age, they were ready to 
spend time in an outdoor cage until it was time for re-
lease, what an awesome sight! 

While I had limited myself to four squirrels, I was 
amazed that other rehabbers cared for 8, 10, or even a 
dozen squirrels at a time. I was happy to have some 
time off before the hotline started getting crazy again 
with calls for the next round of baby squirrels. This 
time, before I knew it, I had taken in seven little ones. 
(Sadly, one didn’t survive.) I was much more comforta-
ble and confident this time around. While I’ll admit that 
it was quite time consuming and demanding, it was 
also an incredibly rewarding experience. I couldn’t 
have done it without the support and mentoring of the 
NCWC Squirrel Team, who were incredibly busy caring 
for so many squirrels (as well as other wildlife) of their 
own. You guys are the best! I hope someday to “pay it 
forward” to other new rehabbers, and I look forward to 
seeing what next season brings. I’m guessing it’s going 
to be a lot more squirrels!  @ 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The home range of bobcats can vary greatly by re-
gion. In fact, the average home range of a male in the 
Adirondacks is 136 square miles. The average female 
home range is 33 square miles; yet, in the Catskills, the 
average male home range is 14 square miles, while 
the female average is 12 square miles. The better the 
habitat, the small-
er  the  home 
range.  
[Source: NYSDEC] 

You can call someone when you need help. Wildlife can’t. This 
is why we often drop everything to help them when they are 
orphaned, injured or otherwise in distress.  
When faced with an emergency, it can be difficult to know 
whom to call and what to do, especially when you’re on the 
road, away from your known resources. That’s why we created 
Animal Help Now—to help you help them!
Animal Help Now is an easy-to-use web-based tool and free 
smartphone app that connects people who need help with wild-
life emergencies with people who can provide help with wildlife 
emergencies. The program’s extremely simple and straightfor-
ward user interface allows you to quickly navigate to the closest, 
most appropriate assistance for your unique situation.
AHNow provides instant access to an extensive network of 
helpers, including wildlife rehabilitators, rescues, and hotlines, 
as well as humane wildlife control operators and veterinarians 
who treat wildlife.
The program started in Colorado, serving domestic and wildlife 
emergencies. It then expanded to Texas. In June 2014, AHNow’s 
wildlife emergency service was expanded to cover the entire 
United States, through both the website (www.ahnow.org) and 
the iPhone app. The Android app currently serves Colorado and 
Texas and will be available nationwide for wildlife emergencies 
in 2015. 
Not knowing where to go for help with an animal emergency 
carries many costs, including:

•	 Putting animal lives at risk. In emergency situations, 
minutes can mean the difference between life and 
death, as can knowing whom to call.

•	 Creating additional stress to a person who already is in a 
stressful situation. Stress is inherently undesirable, but it 
also can lead to poor decision making, which can endan-
ger not only the animal, but the person, too.

•	 Creating an undue burden on helpers – including wildlife 
rehabilitators, 911 operators, etc. – who unnecessarily 
spend time referring callers to appropriate helpers.

•	 Making the public less likely to help animals in need.
AHNow directly addresses this societal need, increasing the 
capacity of compassionate members of the public to assist 
wildlife. The human desire to help is clearly evidenced by the 
number of animals brought to wildlife rehabilitation centers, 
but the human capacity to help is limited by one’s knowledge of 
where to go and what to do.
How Does It Work?
Animal Help Now is specific to a user’s location and provides 
users with immediate results. Based on the time of day and 

your location, the application provides contact information for 
the closest, most appropriate helpers. The program is struc-
tured to address almost any emergency situation involving 
wildlife. It even offers provides assistance with nonemergency, 
human-wildlife conflicts, such as squirrels in the attic and skunks 
under the porch. Unlike a Google search, Animal Help Now 
provides results with the specificity you need during an animal 
emergency.
User location is determined automatically, saving you time and 
effort. As an added benefit, the phone app works even when 
you have no cell coverage or WIFI access.
Search results indicate the type of helpers nearby, with detail 
on the species the helpers accept, including specialties and 
limitations. Only those helpers who are open at the time of the 
search appear in the results.
Whether you are a concerned citizen, veterinarian, wildlife 
rehabilitator, municipal animal control officer, police officer, or 
humane wild-life control operator, Animal Help Now can help 
you help wildlife.
Animal Help Now is:

• Specific to your location, time of day and situation
• Accurate, ensuring no time is wasted in getting the help 

you need
• Fast, quickly directing you to the closest, most appropri-

ate assistance
• Easy to use, with no registration required and no 

post-incident follow-up requests, so that you can find 
the resources you need in just a few clicks or taps

Be prepared for wildlife emergencies!
Bookmark www.ahnow.org in your web browser and/or down-
load the free iPhone app today (search the iTunes store for 
“Animal Help Now”).
For more information, visit www.ahnow.org or email us at 
info@ahnow.org ¢. 

Animal Help Now: Nation’s First 
Wildlife Emergency App 
Flat tire? AAA.
Medical emergency? 911.
Bad date? Your best friend.
Wildlife emergency? Animal Help Now®.
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Top Left: Squirrels - III - Hali Holmes.  Top Right: Baby Squirrels II - Hali Holmes.  Middle Left: Male big 
brown bat with wing membrane injury.  Middle: Overwintered squirrels.  Bottom Left: Big brown bat 
and pup.  Bottom Right: Chipmunks.
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Swinger
Eric Brown, Linda Brown,  
and John Loz
For a wildlife rehabilitator my day 
started off like any other.  As I was 
driving to work, I received a phone 
call requesting help for a fawn that 
had wandered into someone’s 
barn.  The finder stated that he just 
wandered into the barn and laid 
down in one of the stalls and that 
he appeared to have a leg injury.  
The finder was not far from my work 
place, so I headed there first.  Upon 
arrival the young, but large fawn had 
a severe compound fracture to one 
of its legs.  From the look of the inju-
ry I knew that best course of action 
for this fawn was to be euthanized.  
Not a great way to start my day!  
Knowing that I would need help 
lifting and moving this fawn, I called 
a fellow rehabber, Wes Laraway, for 
assistance.  Wes responded that he 
was in a meeting and once out of it, 
he had to go look for a raptor caught 
in a tree, at one of the local boat 
launches.
Knowing that the fawn was resting 
comfortably, I offered to find the 
raptor and report back to Wes the 
location and what would be needed 
for the rescue.  There are only two 
boat launches in Middleburgh and 
I checked them both to no avail.  
There were no raptors to be found, 
caught in a tree or otherwise.  I re-
ported back to Wes that I was having 
no luck finding the ensnared rap-
tor.  Wes called the finder back and 
he found out the bird was actually 
located at a boat launch one town 

over.   (Lesson learned – don’t as-
sume)  Wes was out of his meeting, 
so we both headed out to locate the 
unlucky bird.  
We arrived at the Sloansville Boat 
Launch and it was quite evident 
that there was a young juvenile owl, 
swinging in the breeze, ensnared, 
in the tree, by fishing line.  From the 
onset we knew that this would be 
a difficult to impossible rescue.  It 
looked like my day was going from 
bad to worse.  The tree hung out 
over the rapidly moving Cripplebush 
Creek by at least 20 feet, and that’s 
where the poor owl was snared.  The 
tree was not easily climbed by the 
likes of myself or Wes.  The tree was 
quite deep in a wooded area, so 
calling in a truck with a bucket would 
not be the answer either.  
As we were contemplating how we 
were going to attempt this rescue, 
I wandered over to a group of men 
who were installing some kind of 
scientific equipment.  As I explained 
the situation to this group, they 
instantly became interested in the 
situation and they offered to give 
us a hand.  It turns out this group 
was from Clarkson University (Pat 
O’Brien, Research Engineer, Peter 
Kirkley, Research Technician, Josh 
Miller, Assistant Research Technician, 
and Aaron Newcombe, Assistant Re-
search Technician).  They were there 
installing a hydrological monitoring 
system on the Cripplebush Creek.     
Clarkson University has deployed 
and maintains 40 such stations as 
part of the River & Estuary Observa-
tion Network.  It is a real-time system 
that allows them to monitor envi-
ronmental conditions.    They were 
fully equipped with machetes, scuba 
gear, and other tools of the trade, 
which might come in handy for this 
rescue.  It was a miracle that they 
were there when we needed them.

A plan was quickly in motion.  They 
were going to send up one of the 
younger men to attempt climbing 
the tree to try and free the bird.  Pat 
O’Brien had the scuba gear and had 
been in the creek, so he was aware 
of the depth and current.  The young 
man climbed the tree and attempted 
to get to the branch where the bird 
was located.  Unable to reach the 
branch, it was decided that he would 
try to lasso the bird or branch and 
bring it closer to the tree.  If the bird 
was to fall into the creek, Pat wait-
ed below in the water to catch the 
bird before it could be swept away.  
They only item that was available in 
trying to bring the bird closer was 
a tie down strap.  After many (lots) 
of missed attempts, the branch was 
lassoed with the packing strap and 
the attempt was made to bring the 
branch and bird closer to the tree.  
The branch started to slowly bend, 
but eventually broke.  The bird fell 
into the waiting arms of Pat, chest 
deep, below in the creek.  I can only 
say that we were all jubilant!  What 
looked like an impossible rescue 
turned into the miracle rescue of the 
year!  I will forever be grateful for the 
help from the crew from Clarkson.  I 
am not sure this would have been a 
successful rescue without them!

After a quick exam, it was decided 
that we had rescued a juvenile, Great 
Horned Owl.  She was fully feathered 
but still had down on the top of her 
head.  We also decided that she was 
a female due to her impressive size.  
As far as we could tell there were 
no obvious fractures but we always 
leave that to the experts.  Swinger 
was off to Dr. Anderson, at Ballston 
Spa Veterinary Clinic, she went 
for x-rays and a thorough check-
up.  There were no fractures.  Now 
dubbed ‘Swinger’, she would need 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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to be observed for any tendon dam-
age that may inhibit her flight.
I posted pictures and a small blurb 
regarding this rescue on the North 
Country Wild Care Facebook page, 
which was seen by John Loz, Presi-
dent, Audubon Society of the Capi-
tal Region (ASCR).  John contacted 
me that his group had just initiated 
a project involving the building and 
installation of microfilament fishing 
line disposal containers around the 
Capital Region to prevent birds from 
getting their beaks, legs and wings 
entangled in improperly disposed 
of fishing line. These containers are 
being installed at local land trust 
trout streams, public boat launches, 
and other fishing areas to help fish-
ermen dispose of their left over and 
tangled fishing line, properly.  In ad-
dition, ASCR subsequently entered 
into a collaborative agreement with 
the NYSDEC Fisheries Unit to install 

these “tangle-tainers” at DEC Angler 
Areas on the Mohawk, Schoharie, 
and other tributaries over the next 
5 years. DEC was very enthusiastic 
to work with ASCR on this project 
and is purchasing all the necessary 
equipment (iron posts, bolts and 
PVC tubing, info stickers) to build 
the containers. ASCR is now continu-
ing to build and install them using 
DEC’s gracious donations. Initially, 
the DEC installations would focus 
primarily on the Mohawk River, but 
John offered to come out and place 
their very first DEC Angler Area con-
tainer at the Sloansville Boat Launch 
where Swinger was rescued.
What a great collaboration, from 
rescue, treatment, rehabilitation, to 
preventing these kind of entangle-
ments from happening in the future!  
At each step this rescue could not 
have happened with all of these 
helping hands!  What started out as 
a bad day turned out to one of my 
best days of my life. I did manage to 
get to work that day and I was only 5 
hours late. ¢  

Swinger  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

I Hate Squirrels
Shari Olson
This is something I hear a lot from 
people. “They got into my attic!” Or 
“they got into my shed!” It has come 
to my attention that squirrels are the 
scapegoat for a lot of people. 
Their benefits to the environment 
aren’t well known. For example: 
they actually have a very important 
relationship with surrounding trees. 
The trees help them grow and they 
actually have an organism in their 
excrement that helps trees grow. 
The old trees provide cavities for 
the squirrels to use in the winter 
time. The squirrels help trees grow 
by burying their seeds around the 
ground.
Most people think that the leafy 
nests they see in trees are the squir-
rel’s permanent homes. They are 
not. Squirrels use these nests in the 
spring and summer if they can. Many 
times squirrels might not be able to 
find a good tree for their offspring, 
so they go looking for a good spot 
which can include your home. If 
houses are not maintained and 

holes appear, it is like leaving your 
front door open. Squirrels see holes 
as an open front door to your house.
It is not just squirrels that see this as 
an open door but, bats as well see 
this as an open invitation. They are 
not “mean” or “bad” creatures that 
want to make your life miserable. 
They just want a place to sleep, and, 
to not be bothered. If more people 
built squirrel boxes and put them up 
in their trees or if people would do 
a yearly inspection of their homes 
and patch up holes, even small ones, 
they would not have to deal with the 
headache of trying to rid their home 
of wildlife later on. You may think 
that if you don’t put out a squirrel 
box then the squirrels will eventu-
ally go away but that is not likely to 
happen.  
People tend to only think of them-
selves and what their needs are, 
I hope you will take some time to 
think about the wildlife. When you 
look at the homes in your neigh-
borhood, think of how many trees 
(homes for animals) were cut down 
to make room for that house. Be 
kind. Be empathetic to the animals 

around you. It doesn’t take much 
to make a big difference. We have 
blueprints for squirrel boxes you can 
make, that the squirrels will love. I 
have put some out in my yard and 
they are all occupied. Thank you for 
taking the time to read this. ¢
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markings. 

Several times a day I gently opened her mouth and fed 
her live meal worms, canned crickets, Mazuri Song Bird 
Diet and Fluker’s  Reptile Diet, along with drops of dis-
tilled water. We came to an understanding, and she 
became more cooperative as the days passed.  I was 
very concerned because she was still unable to fly, and 
I wanted her to be able to migrate before it was too 
late in the season because I knew she would not suc-
cessfully winter over. Common Nighthawks, which have 
one of the longest migration routes of all North Ameri-
can birds, sometimes show up far out of range. They 
have been recorded in Iceland, Greenland, the Azores, 
the Faroe Islands, and multiple times on the British 
Isles. 

After several weeks I felt she was ready for a large 
flight cage and within a few days, she started to fly and 

each day she 
seemed stronger.  
Her first real flight 
around the enclo-
sure was exciting 
for me, because I 
finally had hope 
that she would be 
able to resume her 
journey.  

Finally the time 
came when I felt 
she was ready to 
start her journey, 
which might take 
her all the way to 
South America. 
Honestly, by this 

time, I just wanted to buy her a plane ticket. I spoke 
with my friend, Jenny Murtaugh, who works for the 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and 
she told me there had been recent Nighthawk sight-
ings at the Pine Bush Discovery Center in Guilderland. 
On a cool, clear evening in early October, Jenny and I 
met at the Discovery Center.  Jenny had an application 
on her phone that advised her of migration activity 
and according to the application, it was a very active 
migration night. 

What a feeling, when she took off from my hand and 
flew straight up into the starry night and disappeared 
into the trees.  It was so rewarding to see her flap 
those long pointed wings, flashing white patches out 
past the bend of each wing as she gracefully flew to 
freedom.  

(Continued from page 13) 
Thank you, Wild Birds Unlimited! 

The members of North Country Wild Care would like 
to give special thanks to the two generous women, 
Lois Geshiwlm and Nancy Castillo, who co-own Wild 
Birds Unlimited of 
Wilton, NY. Your 
generous dona-
tions of items for 
our Silent Auction 
at the Annual 
Spring Gala and 
other donations for 
events we have 
held over the past 
several years has 
been extremely 
helpful.  

Wild Birds Un-
l i tmited went 
above and beyond 
in support of North 
Country Wild Care 
during the 2012 
Holiday Season, 
matching dona-
tions made to 
North Country up 
to $500!!!  They 
proudly presented us with a check for over $1,000! 
Thank you for all that you do!  

If you are a backyard nature lover and have not been 
to Wild Birds Unlimited, located at The Shoppes 
at Wilton on Route 50, off Exit 15 of the Northway, you 
are missing out! @ 

North Country members would like to thank 
Quaker Animal Hospital, 324 Quaker Road,  
Queensbury, for going above and beyond  

to rescue a squirrel from a dumpster! 
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Wildlife Baby Rescue Guide
Fawns:
* If baby has been crying (a ‘maaapp’ sound) for more 
than an hour.
* If the baby is injured or has been attacked.
* If the baby is lying on its side, stretched out, cold to the 
touch and cold inside the mouth.
* If the baby is in a dangerous place (in water, on a high 
ledge, wandering in a road, trapped in a fenced in area, 
etc.).
* If the doe is dead.
Raccoons (rabies vector species):
* If the baby has been crying continuously.
* If the baby remains in the same spot for 24 hours.
* If the eyes are closed and the baby is alone.
* If it is lying on its side, stretched out, cold.
* If the baby is injured, or has been attacked.
* If the mother is dead or has been removed and is relo-
cated.
Skunks (rabies vector species):
* If it’s crying continuously (mewing sound like a kitten).
* If the eyes are closed and it is out of the den.
* If it’s lying on its side, stretched out  and cold.
* If the baby has been injured or attacked.
* If the mother is dead or has been removed or relocated.
Chipmunks:
* If it is injured or has been attacked.
* If the eyes are still closed and it is out of the den.
*If the den is totally destroyed and the mother hasn’t re-
turned to move the babies within 6 hours.
*If the baby is lying on its side, stretched out and cold, or 
is overly thin.
* If the mother is dead.

Squirrels:
* If the baby is crying (a high pitched squeal).
* If the eyes are still closed and it is out of the nest.
* If the baby is injured or has been attacked.
* If the mother has been removed or relocated.
* If the mother is dead.
Rabbits:
* If the baby is crying (a high pitched scream).
* If the nest is flooded or totally destroyed, especially if 
there are other dead babies nearby.
* If the baby is cold or looks very thin.
* If the mother is dead or has abandoned the nest (cross 
sticks over the nest in a pattern so you can tell if ti’s been 
disturbed, check one hour after daybreak or sundown, 
check baby’s belly to see if it is round (full) or flat (empty)).
* If the baby has been attacked or injured.
* If the eyes are closed and it is out of the nest.
Woodchucks:
* If the eyes are closed and it’s out of the den.
* If the baby is injured or has been attacked.
* If the baby is lying on its side, stretched out, and is cold. 
* If the mother is dead, or has been removed or relocat-
ed.
 

Fox:
* If the eyes are closed and it is out of the den.
* If it is injured or been attacked.
* If the baby is lying on its side, stretched out and cold.
* If the mother is dead or has been removed or relocated.
Birds
Featherless Birds:
If injured, call a local rehabilitator to make arrangements 
for the bird to receive proper care immediately.  If it is 
cold, warm it in your hands, or a heating pad.  DO NOT 
GIVE FOOD OR WATER.  If the bird is not injured, find 
the nest and place the young back in it.  Most birds are 
ubale to detect your scent on their young and after you 
leave, they will quickly forget your intrusion.  These birds 
must bin in the original nest because they cannot control 
their body heat.  If you are unable to find the nest, the 
birds must come in for rehabilitation.  If both the nest and 
the nestling are down, tie the nest back into the tree in 
about the same place with heavy twine.  Birds can get 
tangled in thin string.  If the nest is torn apart, a new one 
can be made out of a margarine tub (or something the 
same size as the original nest), lined with dryer lint, and 
the same natural ingredients as the original.  Do NOT use 
fresh grass, mud or cotton, as the bird’s feet and nails can 
get caught in it.  Drainage holes should be placed in the 
bottom of the tub in case of rain.  Tie the new “nest” in 
the tree with heavy twine and watch from a distance.  IF 
the parents have not returned after an hour of consistent 
watching, the birds should be brought to a local rehabil-
itator.
Downy or Incompletely Feathered Birds:
Find the nest and place the young back in it.  If you are 
unable to find the nest or replace it, the bird must come 
in for rehabilitation.  If the bird is replaced in the nest, 
watch from a distance to see if the parent birds return.
Partially/Mostly Feathered Birds:
Called fledglings, these babies can hop about, and 
may be able to flutter or fly short distances.  Leave them 
alone unless they are being attacked.  The parents keep 
track of their young and feed them for some time after 
they leave the nest.  Remember: Birds learn how to fly 
from the ground up!  Often the parents will make their 
presence known by squawks or swoop attacks when 
you approach the young.  If you have watched from a 
distance and after an hour of consistent watching, no 
parent has been seen, the bird may be brought to a 
local rehabilitator.
Young Percocial Brids:
These birds are mobile upon hatching like geese, kill-
deer, ducks, etc.  IF the baby is running around, leave 
it alone and watch from a window.  Keep children and 
animals away.  If the parents are nearby, they will direct 
the baby to hide when it calls.  If, after an hour of consis-
tent watching no parent has been seen, the bird may be 
brought to a local rehabilitator.

Thank to Louise Sagaert of the Wildside Rehabilitation and Education Center for contributing to this guide.
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A Mouse in the 
House---eek!
Kate Austin-Avon
 My cats were up to something. I 
heard squeaking. I made my hus-
band Cory catch the whatever-it-was 
and put it outside. It was clearly 
scared and very, very small. I took 
my toddler Henry outside to bring 
it a peanut and a couple of pretzels, 
and we crept up to the rocks around 
our house where Cory had hidden 
the little mouse so we could peek 
at it. 
We put the food near it and watched 
it for a little while. And sitting there 
with the mouse and my kid, I real-
ized that Rufus was not just a small 
mouse, but a baby; nearly a new-
born. My gut wrenched. The poor 
little guy. 
Not so long ago I had a tiny baby of 
my own, and imagining him shiver-
ing and alone on some rocks with-
out his mom to snuggle and protect 
him brought me to tears. His eyes 
weren’t even open yet. And I real-
ized that his mouth wasn’t even big 
enough to eat my stupid peanut; he 
was probably still nursing from his 
mama.
Henry went inside with my husband, 
and I scooped up Rufus in a cup (he 
needed a name, of course) and put 
him in a jar with some leaves and 
sticks; a makeshift terrarium with 
cloth over the top and holes poked 
in it. Isn’t that how you take care of a 
mouse? I don’t know. 
And then I proceeded to do some 
Google searches on how to take 
care of a baby mouse. And it turns 
out it’s not so easy as throwing some 
peanuts at it.
So this is gross, but I couldn’t let him 
starve — I was still nursing Henry, 
so I squeezed some breastmilk in a 
cup and used a medicine dropper 
to try and feed him. That didn’t work 
because his mouth was too small 
and he was freaking out. I basically 
doused him and perhaps slightly 
drowned him as well.
So I read another article about using 
a paintbrush so I tried that. Which 
was also a ridiculous ordeal with 

more drowning and dousing. Then 
I read a thing about how he was 
probably horribly dehydrated being 
scared and not nursing for several 
hours, so I tried to give him water. 
You can guess how that went.
And then I had a dehydrated starv-
ing half-drowned mouse in a jar 
smeared with human milk and he 
was shivering and I was surely going 
to kill the poor thing if I didn’t get 
help from someone who actually 
knew what they were doing. 
That’s when I gave up and called 
a friend . I knew she was involved 
in wildlife rehabilitation but didn’t 
know if little baby mice counted. It 
seemed like it would be more for 
important animals like eagles and 
wolves. But I told her the crazy story 
and she said to bring him over, so 
I did. She had a cage ready for him 
and nursed him (NOT the way I 
did, thank you very much!) back to 
health. 
She even acquired a friend for him, 
and they would snuggle together. 
Eventually he was old enough and 
she released him. 
(Hopefully not into somebody else’s 
bedroom to be found by cats.) ¢

Dear NCWC:

I wanted to write you a letter to share my 
story of how I learned about NCWC and the 
amazing work that you do.  In July while out 
for a morning bike ride, I noticed the tini-
est baby bird on the hot blacktop shoulder.  
There entire baby bird was no larger than the 
first digit on my thumb with its head the size 
of a pea.  I immediately stopped, scooped 
it up, where it settled down and allowed 
me to peddle the 5 mile  bike ride home 
cupped comfortably in my hand.  Upon ar-
riving home I knew it was imperative to get 
it immediate attention in the way of warmth 
& food.  I made a small nest out of Kleenex 
placed in a cottage cheese tub placed on a 
heating pad on warm.  Then I called Back-
yard Birds for a phone # which she gave me 
the Latham Emergency Clinic.  They were 
great about give me the NCWC rehab ho-
tline #.  I called and the message said to 
leave my information and someone would 
get back to me within the hour.  After leaving 
a message I was worried that no one would 
call back.  Surprisingly, in less than 10 min-
utes a helpful rescue person called and after 
a few questions and my location gave me the 
number for Judy Johnson.  I called her and 
she agreed to drop everything to meet me 
in Delmar.

Judy was wonderful and amazing.  She was 
pleasant, patient and most of all prepared to 
feed this tiny baby.  She pulled a container 
with a mixture of food just for baby birds and 
began to offer it with a coffee stir.  She was 
more concerned about the bird’s welfare 
than how I acquired the baby.  This said a lot 
to me.  After feeding the baby and securing 
it safely for the trip she talked to me about 
the amazing work she does and answered all 
my questions.  She promised to call me with 
updates and she did.  I got a call the very 
next morning that the baby has survived its 
first critical night.  Several weeks later I called 
and Judy informed me that despite her best 
efforts and the will of that tiny bird, it passed 
away after 5 days.  I have no idea what type 
of bird it was, however, its tiny size certainly 
touched my heart and I know that everyone 
did all they could. 

I have been rescuing animals my whole life 
and it’s so inspiring to know that there are 
so many dedicated loving people out there 
doing the great work that you do.  I’ve had 
many people out there doing the great work 
that you do.  I’ve had many people tell me 
that “it’s only a rabbit, squirrel or bird and 
there are tons of them”, however each one 
is a gift from God and as humans have been 
given the job to care for the creatures of this 
earth.  I feel every life is precious and I try to 
treat everything with respect and love.  I’ve 
enjoyed reading your 2013 edition of Call of 
the wild.  Thank you again, my apologies for 
taking so long to donate.

Sincerely, 
Doreen H
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Virginia Opossum
Beautiful or Ugly, 
Friend or Foe
Marilee Vuignier,  
Wildlife Rehabilitator

Personally I find opossum infants 
and juveniles absolutely beautiful. As 
adults, although perhaps not beau-
tiful, I certainly don’t find them ugly. 
They are a unique animal with a lot 
of personality, and as they mature no 
two look exactly alike. They are a very 
fascinating and beneficial animal.

Have you ever met someone who you 
didn’t find particularly good looking, 
but once you got to know them and 
saw how lovely they were on the 
inside, they became much more at-
tractive? I think we all have, and that’s 
the best analogy I can think of with 
regard to the opossum. The more you 
learn about them, the more pleasing 
they become to the eye.

The first opossum I cared for was an 
injured adult and unfortunately had 
to be euthanized. That sparked my 
interest, and while I knew they were 
the only marsupial in North America 
and native to Virginia, my knowledge 
of them was slim. When I started re-
searching information, I came across 
the National Opossum Society’s web-
site. I became a member and ordered 
the handbook they authored on rais-
ing baby opossum. (Most rehabbers 
I know follow their protocols). I also 
contacted the North Country Wild 
Care hotline, told them of my interest 
in raising orphaned opossum, and 
asked if they could direct me to a re-
habber who could mentor me. I want-
ed to make sure I would give them the 
best possible care. My feeling is if you 
are going to rehabilitate any species 
you are unfamiliar with, learn as much 
as you can so that those animals are 
given the best possible chance of 

survival, or don’t handle that species. 
The hotline put me in contact with 
Joyce Perry who became my dear 
friend and opossum mentor.

Joyce had gotten in a litter of seven 35 
gram infants. She transferred three to 
me and raised the other four. Raising 
these siblings enabled her to be sure 
that the weight gains, behaviors, and 
development I was observing were 
normal. She helped me immensely 
and my love of opossum flourished.

Opossum’s front feet are very similar 
to our hands. They have five toes with 
an opposing thumb. Their rear feet 
also have five toes with an opposing 
thumb, but the thumb has no nail. 
When syringe feeding infants, often 
their little fingers open and close, 
resembling a flower. They are so cute!

Opossum are marsupials. Their ges-
tation period is only thirteen days, 
and when born, the embryonic young 
are only the size of a bumble bee and 
weigh two grams. Eight to twenty are 
born in a litter. The embryos fortunate 
enough to make their way into the 
marsupium (pouch) attach to one of 
thirteen nipples. Should more than 
thirteen be born, the last to reach the 
marsupium perish. Their mouths are 

sealed closed with the exception of 
a tiny opening which allows them to 
attach to the mothers nipple. They 
begin leaving the pouch to explore at 
two months of age, and are weaned 
at about three months.

Why are so many seen dead on the 
side of the road? One reason is that 
they have an odd gait and cannot run 
very fast, but all too often it’s a moth-
er with a pouch full of babies. The ad-
ditional weight of her little ones slows 
her down. She simply cannot move 
quickly. As the infants mature and 
start riding on mom’s back, it amazes 
me that the mother has the strength 
to walk at all. I can’t imagine a human 
having this capability.

For those who think Opossum are 
ugly; generally it is because their tails 
are hairless and remind people of 
rats! Though I’ve never had a pet rat, 
my understanding is they make won-
derful companions and are highly in-
telligent. First of all, if opossum were 
blessed with furry tails they would be 
jumping for joy. We get in many opos-
sum during the winter with frostbitten 
tails and ears. Often the tails are so 
injured partial amputation is required, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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and due to limited blood supply, the healing process can 
be quite lengthy. Furred tails would prevent most of the 
frostbite and would help keep them warm. Opossum have 
prehensile tails which enable them to grasp objects; like 
a fifth appendage. When climbing up they wrap their tail 
around the limb which helps balance and stabilize them. 
When coming down a limb their tails not only help with 
balancing, but aid in slowing down their momentum. 
When handling infants they wrap their little tails around 
your fingers and arms. They also use their tails to collect 
nesting material. My outdoor pre-release cages are not di-
rectly on the ground and the space beneath offers animals 
a place to hide and explore once released. I’ve observed 
youngsters go under the cage; make a repetitive back and 
forth motion then emerge with a neatly bound bundle of 
leaves collected in their coiled tails. Opossum have heavy 
tails in comparison to a cat or dog, and due to their short 
legs, it’s difficult for them to hold their tails off the ground 
while walking. If they could keep their tails in the air it 
would make their lives much easier and would spare them 
the pain and suffering of frostbite. Yes, I know their tails 
look dirty but it’s not the opossum’s fault. The top of the 
tail is very coarse and the underside is quite smooth. The 
texturing of the tail tends to collect dirt. If you walked with 
no shoes on, your feet would surely get dirty. Opossum are 
by no means dirty animals; quite the contrary. But, due to 
its coarseness, their tails are difficult for them clean, and 
the only cleaning device they have are their tongues! 

People will often comment on how aggressive they think 
opossum are. Actually, they are one of the most docile 
adult mammals. If you were cornered by a huge monster 
and thought it was going to kill you, wouldn’t you use 
every defense possible? They open their mouths to show 
you their beautiful 50 teeth, drool, growl and sometimes 
hiss. Rarely will an opossum attack. When they occasion-
ally “play” opossum it is because they are so frightened 

that they lose consciousness and exude a foul smelling 
substance from their mouths and rectum. This often saves 
their lives as the predator will leave thinking the opossum 
is dead. Or as I have witnessed, they lay seemingly uncon-
scious while being attacked. A few years ago I witnessed an 
animal attacking an opossum in our back yard. It took me a 
minute to digest what I was seeing as the lighting was mini-
mal in the darkness. Once I comprehended the scene, I ran 
out and the attacker took off leaving the opossum with its 
face partially eaten. If that wasn’t horrible enough, I recog-
nized this opossum as a male I had raised earlier in the sea-
son.  By this time he was conscious enough to start running 
away but I was able to scoop him up and we rushed him to 
the emergency clinic. Unfortunately, his facial injuries were 
so severe that euthanasia was warranted. I was grateful I 
had been able to catch him, because if I hadn’t I don’t think 
I would’ve been able to sleep for days knowing he was out 
there so badly injured and suffering, certain he would die 
from his wounds.

Rabies – Despite popular belief, opossum are NOT carriers 
of rabies. While any mammal can contract the virus, opos-
sum rarely do. Also, they present less of a health risk than 
do cats or dogs, and they have a high resistance to many 
poisonous snake bites.

Opossum are wonderful for the environment as they eat 
mice, moles, voles, carrion and insects. They also eat 
vegetation including over-ripened fruits and an assortment 
of other foods. Opossum do not dig holes in your lawn 
nor chew through your house; they are non-destructive. 
However, should you have an open door and they smell 
food, they may just stop in for a visit to see what’s for din-
ner! They are non-territorial and get along well with other 
nocturnal wildlife. 

So, the next time you see an opossum wandering through 
your yard I hope you will look at them in a different light; 
one not of ugliness, but of fascination. Be grateful one is 
foraging on your property as they are offering you a toxic 
free pest control service free of charge! They indeed are 
your friends. ¢

Virginia Opossum
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Our First Volunteer
Linda and Eric Brown

We received a call around Mid-May, or so, from a SUNY 
student looking for volunteer opportunities, over the 
upcoming summer break.  We spoke on the phone and 
he seemed nice enough, so arrangements were made 
for his first visit.  We have never had a volunteer be-
fore, usually if we need help we shanghaied one of our 
friends for assistance, or we figured out a way to do it 
ourselves.
Randolph arrived on time that first day.  We took a short 
tour around the place and we laid out our plans for 
the day.  There was lots of cleaning and moving stuff 
around, on our list.  As we worked, we chatted, it turns 
out that he was not a bad kid.  He told me about some 
of his educational goals.  One was to work with endan-
gered species.  It was his lucky day, because an injured 
peregrine falcon had come into rehabilitation with a se-
verely fractured and infected wing.  Although Randolph 
was not allowed to have a hands on experience working 
with the rehabilitation patients he was given a step-by-
step education on how to handle raptors and how to 
treat severe injuries.  
As the first day came to an end we said our goodbyes 
and much to our surprise, Randolph wanted to know 
what time to show up next weekend.  We were amazed 
and grateful that he was not scared off by the amount of 

poop and pus that a rehabilitator faces on a daily basis.  
We couldn’t wait for his return. 
The summer season (or also known as baby season) is 
very busy between full-time jobs, rehabilitation, educa-
tional programs, running after critters, moving critters 
from medical caging to rehabilitation cages, nursery 
cages to soft release cages.  It is a sun up to way past 
sun down occupation.  Randolph turned out to be not 
only a good helper with cage cleaning but a valued 
assistant with the programs as well.  He showed a real 
interest in the educational birds and their well-being.  
Randolph seemed to be quite comfortable talking to 
and answering questions from the general public during 
educational programs.  He was also very polite, which 
seems to be a quality that is hard to find in today’s 
youth.
Summer was too soon over and Randolph returned 
to school.  We still communicate with him online and 
through text.  He continues to inquire about the animals 
he observed over the summer and their final outcome.  
While away at college he even had the opportunity to 
save a skunk whose head was trapped in a yogurt con-
tainer.  We taught him well because when he found the 
skunk he immediately called the North Country Hotline 
for assistance.   The yogurt container was removed and 
the skunk was released successfully.   We sure do hope 
Randolph returns next summer.  What a great experi-
ence! ¢

The photo on the left (both grey squirrels) 
are of the same age approximately 5weeks 
old.  The smaller squirrel was kept captive 
for the first 3weeks of his life.  The finder of 
the squirrel said they only fed the squirrel 
3X/day and being fed pedialite and milk.  
The picture on the right is of the same squir-
rel (far right) and a healthy 2wk old grey 
squirrel.  
The little guy was a heartbreaking case and 
many late nights and tears were spent over 
him.  He came in so severely dehydrated 
that there was hardly any skin to pinch to 
Sub-Q him.  He had metabolic bone disease 
so bad he could barely walk.  He seemed 
to get better, was gaining weight, and the 
dehydration went away, and then I noticed 
that he just seemed to be in pain all the 
time especially when he tried walking. 
I had him in my care for almost 3wks before 
having to make the hardest decision in a 
wildlife rehabbers line of work...This sweet 
little guy was humanly euthanized.  These 
pictures were taken the day he was put 
down. ¢

"We have not inherited this earth from our parents {...} we have borrowed it from our children"
attributed to Moses Henry Cass
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Snapping Turtle Eggs
Elena Rizzo
Local homeowners, concerned about a female snap-
ping turtle in the process of laying eggs just outside of 
the fenced in pool in their backyard, contacted me, as a 
licensed Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator, to remove 
the turtle and her eggs. While I would normally not con-
sider relocating wildlife (it is often inhumane to do so), 
in this situation, the homeowner’s husband had threat-
ened to kill the mother and destroy her eggs if they 
were not removed. In fact, by the time I arrived on site, 
the female homeowner had begun collecting the turtle 
eggs, feeling badly about her husband’s determination 
to destroy these animals.
Turtle eggs are extremely fragile. Once the mother has 
laid her eggs, moving the eggs requires a steady hand 
and careful handling to ensure the eggs are not turned. 
We mark the top of the egg shell with a penciled in ‘X’ 
to keep track of the ‘top’.  
I brought the female snapper home with me to give her 
time to finish laying her eggs. The capture was likely too 
stressful for her to continue. After several hours, I re-
leased her about a half mile from her home. There were 
18 eggs in total, several of which had been moved and 
likely turned prior to me taking ‘custody’ of them.
I did some research, consulted with experts, borrowed 
an incubator and purchased the appropriate substrate 
materials, then carefully buried each egg in the incu-
bator. The eggs and their make-shift habitat required 

constant monitoring for appropriate temperature and 
humidity for the next 100 days. 
When the 100 day mark approached, and I did not see 
any signs of hatchling turtles, I started to worry that the 
eggs were not viable. Using a paint brush, I carefully 
began to uncover the eggs, one by one. I found that 
several of the eggs had collapsed and dried out. I re-
moved them from the incubator and disposed of them, 
all but two. The two I did not throw away immediately 
were dried out and dented but not to the extent of the 
others.  My curiosity peaked and I decided to see what 
was inside. Much to my surprise the first egg I opened 
contained a prematurely developed baby turtle but 
sadly, it was obvious the turtle had died. I proceeded to 
open the second egg, which contained an even further 
developed baby turtle, enclosed in a thin layer of mem-
brane.  I set him down in the sink on a paper towel while 
I cleaned up the mess I had made. Suddenly, something 
in my peripheral vision drew my attention back to the 
‘premie’ turtle in the sink. Out of the corner of my eye, 
I thought I saw movement. I stared at the baby turtle, 
still covered by the thin membrane, for what felt like 
forever. Finally, it happened again. Movement! The baby 
is alive!! I carefully removed the membrane from the 
baby and quickly put him back in the incubator. Lesson 
learned - I now know the difference between a com-
pletely dried up and unsuccessful egg and an egg that 
may just need more time!
A couple of weeks later, the first of four surviving turtles 
hatched. All were released just a few short days after 
hatching, after they had depleted their yolk sacs. ¢
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LLLLemon chicken francais-egg battered dipped and pan seared with a light lemon garlic beurre blanc!
LLLHomemade roasted vegetable ragout with parmesan polenta 

PO%//;3!@%??!%/,?8=;!Garden Salad, Starch, Vegetable, Rolls, Butter, Coffee, Tea and Dessert!
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Squirrel Caught  
in Bird Feeder
Sarah Columbe
I never thought at 11:30 at night I would be getting a 
call for a rescue run.  Trish from our hotline gave me a 
call seeing if I was able to go to Clifton Park and check 
on a squirrel trapped in a bird feeder.  
I call the woman who phoned into our hotline to get 
some details on the situation.  She said the squirrel 
had gotten stuck in her wire bird feeder and had been 
there all day out in the heat.  I asked a few questions in 
regards to the feeder because I was quite confused on 
how a squirrel could be “entwined” in the feeder.  
Still puzzled, I gather up my rescue gear, and head out 
the door.  The whole way there, (which was about 25 
minutes) I’m trying to imagine what kind of bird feeder it 
is, in order to get a squirrel trapped?
It was almost 12:30am when I arrived on scene.  This 
little squirrel had her body all twisted in between these 
bars.  I couldn’t hold these words from escaping my 
mouth “How in the world did you do that squirrel?!?”  All 
I got was this blank stare in return.  Well it was time to 
get started.  I pulled out my wire cutters, my phone for a 
flashlight, blankets, my carrier, and my gloves.  
I sat on the ground being eaten alive by Mosquitos and 
slowly cutting away at the wire bird feeder.  Shaking 
my head quite a few times and talking to the squirrel 
about how she sure got herself stuck good, I had finally 
clipped the last of the feeder to where I could pull her 
body out.  Took me about 45 minutes to cut her loose!  
She was VERY happy and didn’t bite me as her way of 
saying thanks!  She let me put her in my carrier and 
home we went.  There was no damage to her but she 
was pretty dehydrated but not hungry that’s for sure!  
She stayed a week for observation and was released 
back to her home. ¢

“You cannot get 
through a single 
day without  
having an 
impact on the 
world around 
you. What you 
do makes a dif-
ference, and you 
have to  
decide what 
kind of differ-
ence you want 
to make.” 
Jane Goodall
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Dumpster Diving Anyone?
Lena
Lindsay, Queen of Critter Rescues, and I went out on a squirrel rescue call that 
came in through the North Country Wild Care hotline. Poor Siggy, Hotline Ex-
traordinaire, was answering the hotline from 1,000 miles away – feeling helpless 
as she went down the member list looking for someone to go help the squirrel, 
wishing she were back in Saratoga so she could jump in the van and get the 
squirrel herself. 
Why such a rush? Well, the squirrel managed to poke her head through the 
drainage hole of a “mini” blue dumpster but was fighting like hell to get it back 
out. Who knew those things had drainage holes!?! 
When I arrived, Lindsay had already attempted to free the squirrel and was just 
requesting some veggie oil from the tenants of the property; the Crisco I sent her 
off with wasn’t cutting it. What a horrific sight! The poor girl had obviously been 
struggling awhile. From the outside of the dumpster, I could see her head and 
her wide, terrified eyes. She was still trying to eat the granola bar that Lindsay 
had given her though! It’s been a long, cold winter for wildlife in the Northeast. 
I grabbed a sweater meant for goodwill out of the bag of clothes in my car and 
covered her head so that she would calm down a bit. The struggle had already 
produced a tear on her left ear and her nose was bleeding. 

Peering into the dumpster, Lindsay pointed 
out what looked to be a swollen or abscessed 
right rear paw, maybe from pushing against 
the dumpster to free her head? Something 
didn’t seem right about some of her injuries so far, but we weren’t going to stop 
and dwell on it…we had to get her freed and ASAP. She was clearly shivering 
and we were about to make it worse! 
Lindsay was gracious enough to climb in the dumpster and handle the squir-
rel from the inside, while I covered the squirrels head from the outside of the 
dumpster. Luckily, the dumpster had been emptied earlier so it was pretty much 
empty. Still smelled like the dumpster at Long John Silver’s where I worked as a 
teenager (flashback!) but empty nonetheless. 
Veggie oil in hand, Lindsay started to saturate the neck while holding the body 
of the squirrel in a pillowcase to 1) keep her warm and 2) hang onto her if she 
did get free. Lindsay struggled for a while and I held a stick to the squirrel’s 
mouth for her to bite down on (and she did!), keeping her line of vision as free 
from me as possible.
I figured I should try to get some oil on her head from the outside to see if it 
would help. There was no easy way to make sure I didn’t drown her in oil, but I 
managed to soak her whole neck. It was becoming clear that her ears were what 
the part of her head stopping her from getting back through the way she came. 
Lindsay would release from pulling her body backward while I tried to manipu-
late the direction of her ears – trying not to cause any more injuries. 

I must admit there was a point when I was contemplating having to put her out of her misery and I knew Lindsay 
was not going to be happy about the prospect! Thankfully, after shimmying the squirrel’s body back and forth and 
side to side, ears in different positions, one ear came out through Lindsay’s side!
Almost there baby (we had both been talking to the squirrel softly the whole time from our respective sides of the 
metal container)! A little more manipulation of the right ear and I could see it was going to work! 
Finally, she was freed! After a second in utter shock, she wanted nothing to do with us. We managed to work 
together to get her into a carrier that was all wrong for the situation. The carrier opened from the top all the way 
instead of having a door in the front…easy to lose a struggling critter with this type of carrier but it was all I could 
find in a hurry earlier.
Lindsay and the squirrel hopped in her car and raced off to Ballston Spa Vet Clinic, where Dr. Salamun and staff 
took good care of the traumatized squirrel. I cleaned up the gear and headed home. 

“Dumpster Diving Squirrel -  
Eating a Trader Joe’s Cereal Bar”.
Photo by Lindsay Gardner.

“The Other End” 
Photo by Lindsay Gardner.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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At the Clinic, the squirrel got a good dose of tranquilizer, pain meds and anti-
biotics in her, and a nice long bath to remove all the veggie oil we dumped on 
her. Amazingly enough, the squirrel does not have any serious injuries! She is 
going to be just fine. After her visit to the Clinic, the squirrel went to Lynn Gold-
smith, North Country Wild Care member/rehabilitator and definitely the Queen 
of Squirrels in the North Country! She will be well cared for while she recuper-
ates. Great teamwork! 
Driving home, I dialed the number posted on the side of the mini dumpster. 
You didn’t think I was going to let that go, did you? I won’t say which company 
it was. I am holding my breath for a return phone call in response to the mes-
sage I left about the incident and requesting they come up with a way to start 
adding screens to the dumpster drainage holes. 
Speaking of the garbage company, remember the bloody nose and swollen 
rear right foot I mentioned? Now that I have had a chance to go over the ordeal 
in my mind a few times, my gut tells me that the squirrel already had her head 
stuck in the hole when the garbage was emptied this morning.  ¢

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

“After sedation and a bath” 
Photo by Lindsay Gardner

A Surprising 
Diagnosis
Linda Brown, Eric Brown, Cara Huff-
man
Sometimes you can never be sure 
what you are going to find when you 
head out on a North Country Wild 
Care Hotline Call.  We received a 
call early one Sunday morning.  The 
caller described having a very large 
bird (40lbs or more) standing in their 
driveway.  They stated that the bird 
had been there for quite a while and 
was not attempting to fly away, when 
approached by humans or nearby 
car traffic.  As always, the finder 
was instructed to find some way to 
contain the bird.  We always suggest 
dropping a garbage can or Rub-
bermaid container over the bird, to 
prevent the bird from further injury 
and to protect from predators.  
After we received the call, Eric and 
our intern Randolph, headed out 
to discover what kind of bird was 
in need of help.  We thought this 
would a good diversion for Ran-
dolph after hours of cage cleaning.  
Eric called from the finder’s home 
and identified the bird as a Great-
Horned Owl.  Although not 40 
pounds, many people are fooled 
by a raptor, when it assumes the 
mantling position, when threatened.  
(Mantling – when birds of prey are 
threatened they will puff up their 

feathers and spread their wings to 
appear as large as possible.)  We 
refer to this position as the “I am an 
Eagle” position.  They also use this 
posture to protect their food.  
Eric quickly contained the bird and 
brought it home for a medical exam.  
We could not find any obvious inju-
ries except for a swollen area around 
the owl’s neck.  We thought this 
could be evidence of a really large 
meal but we really weren’t sure, be-
cause owls do not have a true crop 
like other raptors.  We called Cara 
Hoffman, our veterinary technician 
for advice.  She requested that bird 
be brought in for further testing and 
x-rays at the Schroon River Animal 
Hospital.  Cara quickly let us know 
that the x-rays showed a very large 
growth on the owl’s esophagus.  

The Great Horned Owl presented 
with a solid mass in the neck region.  
The owl was extremely emaciated 
and weak.  After careful consider-
ation it was decided to euthanize 
the owl.  The mass, about the size 
of a lime, was pressing against the 
esophagus and may have involved 
the esophagus.  The mass was irreg-
ular in shape and solid.  It was sent 
out for histopathology to see if we 
could get an idea as to what it was.  
It came back as a lymphoma, a type 
of cancer that affects the lymphatic 
system.  
Although this is never the result that 
a wildlife rehabilitator hopes for, 
each and every animal that passes 
through our hands, gives us an edu-
cational opportunity. ¢  
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“Dumpster FaFa”
Sarah Columbe
 
July 27, 2014 around 7:30PM.  I received a call from our 
hotline.  It was Trish 
on the other end asking if I could take an emergency.  
Trish received a call from a previous caller (Pam is her 
name).  Pam had called us two prior times in less than a 
month regarding squirrels getting their heads stuck in 
the dumpsters drain hole.  After getting a briefing from 
Trish, my answer of course was... “Sure, why not I like 
adventures right?!?”
So I gather my gear which included my carrier, blankets, 
catch net, cooking oil, gloves, wire cutters, duck tape, 
ladder, and wire mesh and headed off to the scene.  
Duck tape, wire cutters, and wire mesh you ask?? Yes,I 
like to MacGyver things.
I get there around 8:00pm.  Pulling up, I see this poor 
squirrel and only the head sticking out.  Parking and 
leaving the headlights shining on the dumpster I get out 
and walk over to the squirrel.  The look on her face broke 
my heart and I was determined to get her out of there!
Meeting Pam, who had called about the squirrel said 
that “the squirrel had been there all day and thank God 
it wasn’t garbage day.”  Lucky for this precious squirrel, 
not so lucky for me.  No time to waste, I took my ladder 
and hopped into a dumpster filled with garbage in the 
month of July.  Pam passed the oil, blankets, and carri-
er to me.  I walked over to the extremely stuck squirrel 
and assessed the situation.  Her neck and ears were so 
swollen from hours of struggling and heat.  I was really 
worried how I was going to rescue her.  Her neck and 
ears were so badly cut and bleeding, and when I went 
to touch her the scream that came out of her was so 
unnerving I felt like I was doing more bad than good.  
I think she knew I was there to help and not to hurt 
her though.  I finally got her to calm down a bit. Once 
relaxed, I poured the oil on her neck and worked it up 
around her ears.  My heart and mind were going crazy at 
this point because the more I worked with trying to free 
her, the worst the situation looked.  I had been trying 
to free her for at least an hour at this point.  She was 
so torn up, more than I realized and almost wondered 
if she might have to be put down, which was breaking 
my heart just thinking about it.  I had to stop and take 
a moment, and I prayed to God to work a miracle here 
because my attempts seemed to be futile.  No sooner 
after I finished my prayer, I tried again to get this squirrel 
free and POOF like the miracle I needed she popped 
right out!  
I tried to catch her but because she was a greased up, 
she was a slippery squirrel.  After spending almost thirty 
minutes rolling around in garbage trying to catch her I 
did!  “WaaaaaaaaaahhhhhhhWhhhhhooo!!” I shouted 
as I did a victory dance.  This squirrel is safe in my carrier 
and I start making my way to the ladder to put her in my 
Jeep.  Just as I start walking, something comes flying at 

my face!  “Ahhhhhhh!!!!” I shouted as I ducked out of the 
way.  Sure enough it was ANOTHER squirrel!! “No way, 
this is not possible..where the heck was this guy hiding 
while all this ruckus was going on??”  I shouted out to 
Pam, who kept me company the whole time.  Twenty 
minutes later I captured the second squirrel and walked 
out with a two for one special.  
I put the two squirrels in the Jeep with some nuts and 
a quiet place to try and relax.  Oh but I wasn’t finished 
yet!  “What was the point of bringing the duck tape, wire 
cutters, and mesh?” You ask??...
Well here’s my love for MacGyvering things and for the 
animals.  This particular dumpster was a magnet for 
these squirrels and I sure did not want to see another 
squirrel go through that again, so I make shifted a screen 
for the drain hole.  I had no clue if it would work BUT I 
could not leave there not trying.  I told Pam to keep me 
posted if more squirrels met the same fate and to give 
me a call.
It now being 10:30pm and I started around 8:00pm, it 
was time to get these squirrels to the emergency vets to 
be cleaned and checked over.  I called ahead to let them 
know what to expect.  It’s about 11:30pm when I got 
there and had about a two hour wait.  2:00am and the 
squirrels were checked out, I took them home, got them 
all situated and put my head to rest about 4:00am.
Two weeks later I’m bringing the squirrels back to where 
they came from, which they were ECSTATIC to be back 
home that they went bounding and leaping into the 
woods! (The video was awesome!). I checked on the 
dumpster, the MacGyver meshing was still there and I 
never heard from Pam since then!  ¢
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Window Strikes
Cara Hoffman
This year I took in 15 birds that 
where confirmed window strikes and 
another 25 birds that were suspected 
window strikes and unfortunately 
most did not make it.  It is estimated 
that up to 100 million birds hit 
windows each year.  While most of 
these are songbirds, there has even 
been  raptors and game birds, such 
as grouse, that hit windows and 
because of their heavier body weight 
have been known to break through 
the window.  
Sometimes these birds are just 
stunned and just need a few minutes 
to regain their wits.  But more often 
than not, these birds have serious 
injuries and many do not make it.  
Some of the injuries we see include 
head trauma, spinal injuries, broken 
beaks, and shoulder fractures.  With 
proper treatment we can pull some 
through and release them back out 
into the wild.
You may wonder why birds hit 
windows.  It is because the birds 
see the landscape reflected and 
do not realize the window is there.  
They think they can fly to the trees 
or bushes they see reflected in the 
window.  Sometimes they will attack 
the window, especially during the 
spring, because they see themselves 
in the window but they think it is 
another birds invading its territory.  
If you find a bird that has hit a 
window the best thing you can do is 
gently but it in a box, such as a shoe 
box, and keep it in a warm and quiet 
area.  Do not try to offer it food or 
water.  If the bird does not rebound 
in 15 to 20 minutes, is having a 
seizure, is unconscious or gasping 
you should call your local wildlife 
rehabilitator.
There are several different things you 
can do to help prevent birds from 
becoming victims of window strikes.  
If birds are hitting the window 
because you have a bird feeder 

nearby, you can move the feeders 
further away. You can also try moving 
them even closer, such as a foot or 
two from the window.  They may still 
fly into the window but not as with 
much force.  The thing that I have 
found to be the best is to try and 
disrupt the reflections.  Some ways 
you can do this is to attach hanging 
objects such as strips of shiny 
reflective plastic, strips of aluminum 
foil or pie plates, or even your old 
unused CDs.  You can also try drawing 
streaks across the window using 
bar of soaps.   I use window clings 
on my windows.  People pick on me 
because I have fun with the clings 
and sometimes change them with the 
seasons, so I may have snowflakes, 
Easter bunnies, or spooky cats.  But it 
works; I have had almost no window 
strikes since using the clings.  If you 
want to be a bit more sedate about 
your window clings, there are some 
decals out there that have a special 
coating that reflects ultraviolet 

sunlight.  This is invisible to humans 
but birds see a brilliant glow.  These 
decals themselves look like frosted or 
etched glass.  They come in various 
shapes, such a hummingbirds, leaves, 
butterflies, and squares.  These 
special decals are called WindowAlert 
and can be found on their website.  
I have also seen them at Wild Birds 
Unlimited.  You can also find them 
on Amazon.  And if you get them 
through Amazon.com, don’t forget to 
sign up for Amazon Smile and choose 
North Country Wild Care as your 
supporting charity.  When you do this 
0.5% of the purchase price will be 
donated to us.  I am patiently waiting 
for my first set to come in! ¢

“Until he extends the circle of his 
compassion to all living things, 
man will not himself find peace.”

Albert Schweitzer
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Owl Nest Boxes and Other Resources
http://www.hungryowl.org/nesting-boxes.html
http://www.owlpages.com/links.php?cat=Owls-Nest+Boxes
http://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/outdoor-recreation/woodworking/build-barn-owl-nest-box
http://archive.audubonmagazine.org/backyard/backyard0201.html
http://www.owlcam.com/whatever/boxbuild.htm
https://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/helpingbirds/nestboxes/owlskestrels/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-GUZJ3n0zg
http://www.owlnestboxes.com/
http://nestwatch.org/learn/nest-box-resource-center/nest-box-construction-plans/
http://theraptortrust.org/the-birds/nest-boxes/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Publications/Birdscope/Autumn1998/screechowls_98124.htm
http://hawkandowl.org/sculthorpe/nest-boxes-for-sale/
http://www.wildowl.co.uk/owlnestboxes.html
http://www.nestbox.co.uk/Owl-Nest-Boxes
http://www.sialis.org/nestboxguide.htm
http://tommy51.tripod.com/designs.html
http://www.mynatureapps.com/2012/12/building-a-barred-owl-nest-box/
Owl and Other Bird Cams
http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/channel/42/Barn_Owls/
http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/channel/43/Barred_Owls/
http://explore.org/live-cams/player/great-horned-owl-cam
http://www.owlinstitute.org/owl-cam.html
http://www.internationalowlcenter.org/ourowls/rustyandiris/livecams
http://birdcam.xcelenergy.com/owl.html
http://owlchannel.com/live.html
http://www.hungryowl.org/owlcams.html

Owl Skeleton
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Top Left: Horned Grebe in for starvation.   
Top Right: Ring neck pheasant in for starvation.   
Above: Merganser in rehab for starvation.   
Left: Ruffed grouse with leg fracture.   
Below: Rescue of ducks stuck in a pool.
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Basic Facts About Bobcats
The most common wildcat in North America, the bob-
cat is named for its short, bobbed tail. They are me-
dium-sized cats and are slightly smaller but similar in 
appearance to their cousin, the lynx. Their coats vary in 
color from shades of beige to brown fur with spotted or 
lined markings in dark brown or black.
Diet
Bobcats mainly hunt rabbits and hares. Bobcats are also 
known to eat rodents, birds, bats and even adult deer, 
which they usually consume during the winter months, 
as well as lambs, poultry and young pigs when a ranch 
is near.
Population
Approximately 725,000 to 1,020,000 bobcats remain in 
the wild.
Range
Bobcats were once found throughout most of North 
America from northern Mexico to southern Canada. 
In the early to mid 1900s, bobcat populations in many 
Midwestern and eastern states of the United States were 
decimated due to the increased value of its fur. Howev-
er, international laws began to protect the world’s spot-
ted cats in the 1970s, and populations have rebounded 
since then. Today, populations are stable in many north-
ern states and are reviving in many others.
Behavior
Bobcat habitat varies widely from forests and moun-
tainous areas to semi-deserts and brush land. A habitat 
dense with vegetation and lots of prey is ideal. Bobcats 
are excellent hunters, stalking prey with stealth and pa-
tience, then capturing their meals with one great leap.
Usually solitary and territorial animals, females never 

share territory with each other. Male territories, how-
ever, tend to overlap. Territories are established with 
scent markings and territory sizes are extremely varied 
– generally 25-30 square miles for males and about five 
square miles for females.
Dens: Each bobcat may have several dens, one main 
den and several auxiliary dens, in its territory.
Main den: Usually a cave or rock shelter, but can be a 
hollow log, fallen tree, or some other protected place. 
(Also called the natal den)
Auxiliary dens: Located in less-visited portions of the 
home range and are often brush piles, rock ledges or 
stumps. These are also called shelter dens.
Reproduction 
Mating season: Late winter, but throughout the year is 
possible. 
Gestation: 50- 70 days. Kittens are usually born around 
early spring. 
Litter size: 1 – 6 kittens. 
The kittens begin eating solid food at around two 
months and begin learning to hunt at 5 months. When 
they are between 8 and 11 months, the kittens are evict-
ed from their mother’s territory.
Threats
In Mexico, bobcats are persecuted as sheep preda-
tors and are frequently killed by farmers. They are still 
hunted and trapped for their fur throughout most of 
their range. Habitat destruction and the ever-expanding 
human population 
limit their ranges.
Wildlife Defenders
www.defenders.org

Saw whet owl  
suspected rodenticide

Red tail hawk with  
rodent poisoning
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Top Left: Bunny - Photo Credit Sharon 
Dame.  Top Right: Fawns - Diane Hime.  
Middle Right: Surrogate white tail with 
fawn.  Bottom Left: Bunny 3 - Photo Credit 
Sharon Dame.  Bottom Right: White tail 
deer hit by car.
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OUR WISH LIST 
 

 Linoleum or similar material for cage bottoms  
 Chain link fencing 
 Digital scales (postage, vegetable, laboratory) 
 Lumber, plywood, framing, furring strips, window 

screen (for caging), doors and windows 
 Hardware cloth or tight mesh fencing  
       (1" x 2" or smaller) 
 Gloves (leather, police, talon, surgical) 
 Heating pads 
 Small incubator 
 Incubator with oxygen hookup 
 Pedialyte (powdered) 
 Cages, carriers and other pet supplies 
 Rodent Block 
 IV Pump 
 Surveillance cameras 
 Toys and stuffed animals 
 Steam cleaner  
 Pressure washer 
 Pet food—canned, kibble, treats 
 Baby food (jars of meats, fruits or vegetables) 
 Stethoscopes 

 

We use baby food for both weaning baby animals and 
feeding injured adults, so we can also use similar foods 
like: 

 Canned pumpkin (not pie filling) 
 Canned yams (no syrup) 
 Applesauce (unsweetened) 
 Other canned, mashed or soft fruits and 

vegetables. 
 

EMPTY YOUR FREEZER - We can also use donations 
of venison or other meats to feed foxes, raccoons, 
bobcats and opossums.  
 

Please contact member Dave Larrow at (518) 792-3018 
to donate.  Thank you!! 

NORTH COUNTRY WILD CARE 
WILDLIFE EMERGENCY HOTLINE 
(518) 964-6740 

If you have captured an injured/orphaned bird or animal: 
■ be sure it is secured in a pet carrier or cardboard box 
■ keep it in a quiet area away from children and pets 
■ do not offer food or water 
■ keep babies warm but do not overheat 
■ do not handle any animal with bare hands 
■ do not attempt to capture an animal unless you are 

sure it is safe to do so.   
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BENEFITS FOR NCWC FROM 
GREEN PLANET RECYCLING 
 
NCWC participates in the Green Planet recycling 
program.  If your business uses ink cartridges or toner, 
these items can be recycled with up to $1 for each 
cartridge donated to NCWC.  Just contact us at 
ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org and we can have the 
cartridge or toner recycling collection box sent directly to 
your business.  All you do is fill it up.  When full, just call 
the FedEx number on the box for pickup.  Shipping is pre
-paid so it doesn't cost you anything.  Cell phones and 
pagers can also be recycled by dropping them off with 
one of our members or at our monthly meeting. 

I would feel more optimistic about a bright future for  
man if he spent less time proving that he can outwit  

Nature and more time tasting her sweetness  
and respecting her seniority.  

~  Elwyn Brooks White, 1977 

Above: View from a Squirrel Lovers Window. 
Photo by Crystal Collier 

  

HELP US HELP THEM 
If you would like to make a donation to help us in our 

mission please make your check out to NCWC, 
complete this form and mail to: 

North Country Wild Care 
PO Box 63 

Lake George, NY  12845 
 NAME:  _____________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS   __________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________   

PHONE:  ____________________________________ 
 

DONATION:  $________________________________ 
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em
bers or at our m

onthly m
eeting. 

I w
ould feel m

ore optim
istic about a bright future for  

m
an if he spent less tim

e proving that he can outw
it  

N
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ore tim
e tasting her sw

eetness  
and respecting her seniority.  

~  Elw
yn B

rooks W
hite, 1977 
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ould like to m
ake a donation to help us in our 
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ission please m

ake your check out to N
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ail to: 
N

orth C
ountry W

ild C
are 
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Lake G
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Help Wanted
*Love animals?  Interested in wildlife?  Wildlife rehabili-
tators needed, we will train and provide study materials 
for state test given each April.  Once licensed and a 
registered member of NCWC, we can help with supplies 
and resources needed for startup and continued care 
of wildlife, as well as continued eduction and mentor-
ing.  Attend a monthly membership meeting or contact 
Belinda Howe at (518) 424-1193 for further information.

*Needed: Transporters (non-RVS) for wildlife songbirds, 
raptors, bunnies, squirrels, opossums, etc. during baby 
season and peak rehabilitation season April-September.  
Transportation needed for hotline to get animals from 
rescue situations to local licensed wildlife rehabilitators  
If interested, please contact Trish Marki at (518) 281-
2950 for more information.

*Have experience with press releases and advertis-
ing?  NCWC needs help with advertising fundraiser 
events and classes through radio, newspaper, and other 
communications.  Time commitment will vary based on 
event but average 2 hours per month. Please contact 
Belinda Howe at (518) 424-1193 for more information.

*Fundraising experience?  NCWC needs your assis-
tance with raising funds for food, supplies, and medica-
tions for wildlife rehabilitators.  Hours each month vary 
based on pending events.  We are looking for new ideas 
and help with planned events.  Please contact Belinda 
Howe at (518) 424-1193 for more information.

As more and more people find out about our Wildlife 
Emergency Hotline we’re getting more and more calls.  
We’re thrilled that a lot more animals are getting the 
help they need, but we need more volunteers to re-
spond to these additional calls for help.  From Hotline 
staffers who answer the telephone to transporters who 
pickup  the animal and get it to a veterinarian or re-
habber and, of course, the rehabbers themselves, each 
person is vital to the success of the Hotline.

We provide training for the Hotline staffers and suggest 
that transporters attend the “Capture and Transport” 
training class, though it’s not required.  Hotline phone 
shifts are typically 4 hours, though some people cover 
multiple shifts.  Hotline calls are forwarded to the vol-
unteer’s phone number of choice.  Many Hotline phone 
staffers also volunteer as transporters.

You don’t have to be a wildlife rehabilitator or even a 
member of NCWC to volunteer to answer the phone or 
transport animals.  If you’d like to find out more about 
being an important part of the NCWC Hotline as a 
telephone staffer or animal transporter, please call the 
Hotline at (518) 964-6740.

Support
If you would like to make a donation to help us in 
our work, please send your check made payable 
to “North Country Wild Care” and mail it with this 
form to:

North Country Wild Care
PO Box 63 
Lake George, NY 12845

We greatly appreciate your support!

Name: ________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________

Email: ________________________________________
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HELP WANTED 
*Love animals?  Interested in wildlife?  Wildlife rehabili-
tators needed, we will train and provide study materials 
for state test given each April.  Once licensed and a 
registered member of NCWC, we can help with sup-
plies and resources needed for startup and continued 
care of wildlife, as well as continued education and 
mentoring.   Attend a monthly membership meeting 
or contact Belinda Howe at (518) 424-1193 for further 
information. 

*Needed: Transporters (non-RVS) for wildlife-
songbirds, raptors, bunnies, squirrels, opossums, etc. 
during baby season and peak rehabilitation season 
April-September.  Transportation needed for hotline to 
get animals from rescue situations to local licensed 
wildlife rehabilitators.  If interested, please contact Trish 
Marki at (518) 281-2950 for more information. 

*Have experience with press releases and advertising?
NCWC needs help with advertising fundraiser events 
and classes through radio, newspaper, and other com-
munications.  Time commitment will vary based on 
events but average 2 hours per month.  Please contact 
Belinda Howe at (518) 424-1193 for more information. 

*Fundraising experience?  NCWC needs your assis-
tance with raising funds for food, supplies, and medi-
cations for wildlife rehabilitators.  Hours each month 
vary based on pending events.  We are looking for 
new ideas and help with planned events.  Please con-
tact Belinda Howe at (518) 424-1193 for more infor-
mation.    

As more and more people find out about our Wildlife 
Emergency Hotline we’re getting more and more calls.  
We’re thrilled that a lot more animals are getting the 
help they need, but we need more volunteers to re-
spond to these additional calls for help.  From Hotline 
staffers who answer the telephone to transporters who 
pick up the animal and get it to a veterinarian or re-
habber and, of course, the rehabbers themselves, each 
person is vital to the success of the Hotline. 

We provide training for the Hotline staffers and sug-
gest that transporters attend the “Capture and 
Transport” training class, though it’s not required.  
Hotline phone shifts are typically 4 hours, though some 
people cover multiple shifts.  Hotline calls are forward-
ed to the volunteer’s phone number of choice. Many 
Hotline phone staffers also volunteer as transporters.   

You don’t have to be a wildlife rehabilitator or even a 
member of NCWC to volunteer to answer the phone 
or transport animals. If you’d like to find out more 
about being an important part of the NCWC Hotline as 
a telephone staffer or animal transporter, please call 
the Hotline at (518) 964-6740.  

"If you think you're too small to have an impact,
try going to bed with a mosquito in the room." 
Author unknown
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Our thanks to the sponsors of this newsletter.  We are grateful for your generosity.

Helping orphaned and injured wildlife
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